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Of the Moſt 
Advantagious and Happy 


Acquainta ICE, 


Delive&'d 
In a DISCOWURSE..upo 
To» 2%. 2, Al HEAR for 
ſome Friends in Adverſity. 


By William: }ttapp, Rector of Ingolde 7 
thorp, near Lyn Regis in the County of 


N orfjolk.,. 


Quid Deus eſt anime ? Lux, Medi 
RS...”  Cibus. Gerard. 


"tf Thin return to rhe mighty, ras fuck | : 
be built up, Verſ. 23. - 
| Then ſhalt thou have thy delight in the Al- 


mighty, and four lift up thy Face unto 
Goa, Verſ. 26. 
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bo 


HE Author of this 'Trea- 


| tiſe, is ery neerly rela- 

fed to me, and one to 
' whom Tam obliged bey md all poſſs- 
bility of expreſſion. And yet the 
great Honour and Reverence which 
. I have for bin, ſhall not make me 
 Luilty of any undue © epreſ 


ments, 


--- 


To dis "I" Y 4 
| Afr] had procured aſi abt 0 of || 

: Bi Sermon, .antl was refolved t0 

make Baiblick; He wasplegſed,as 

a Token of his-cvery great kindneſs, | 
| t0 or aer q he roftxing of my Name 7 | 
 ftoit; Brut T quickly reſolved to} 
prevent it, Not only becauſe 1 am 
 »  #nworthy to ſtand Hfoxe bis Book, |: 
(or to carty it after him); But bes | | 
_ T found his Epiſtle tobe, like 7 
bis | frequent Entertdqments of 
_ me undmine, t60 extravagant, and : 1 
fo exceeding has 7 either deſerve | 1 
or py doſore. bo I 
. Lam very ſenfeble, that by Ivan: 1 
1-4 obſcure Place, and bis des || 
light m1 vetirement, 46 @ great diſs 1 
aiivantege 10 this Publication : be- | 
cauſe in a croud of Books, a. litle 1 
one ef WET known Author is ea || 
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F | _— 'To dafadde: — 
MH fh overlooke... 1 muſt therefore) 
if Jl without bis deave or knowlede, tell 

| you, That there are all thoſe induce- 
j# ul ments to the diligent peruſal of. this 
;  Traf, which are wont to prevail - 
"7 with all Irgenuons and Good C Chrifti« 
CY AN 
Thoſe that are in d ir s, and 
5 | would ohtaim Comfort an $ atiſe' 

 faftion, docommonly defire the advice. 

2 4 : | .of i be moſt Rever end, Grave, and 
MI Serious Divimes. The Author i 7 
oy ow of them, whoſ e Age and Infirn« 
WI ties have for ſome lears confi 4 

* bim within the compaſs of narrow _ 
7 Rules, and.denied him a deſirable 
Wh - Converſ, ation abroad. All bis happi- 
i neſsis, that be can Viſit in Gods 
1 Houſe, to which be conſtantly re-. 
W | J96, and ach his — 


-—_— 


| _ TotheReader. 
Offices with great chearfulneſs.” He 1 
doth but now begin to appedr in the I 
World, whenhbe is taking his leave 4 
of i = 1 
5 Such 48 are  afflifled, do like? 
wiſe deſire the comnſel of thoſe | 
that are able for their Learning || 
and Judg ment. The Author is Des ; ; 
ry Eminent for this, and bighly vas. |} 
 lued by all Tudicious Men to whom ||| 
he is known. This Diſcourſe which ||| 
was Preached to a very plain Audi- || 
tory, and intended for the good -|| 
of . the meaneſt. Chriſtian, doth || 
diſcover a Mmd -overy well fur- || 
niſhed with Knowledg. E| 
Thoſe that wo only read the || 
Books of ſuch as are Orthodox || 
and Loy al, may value this for the || 
Kath 9's ſob. He is one of thoſe / || 


 Annent, 1 
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| Aces, Monarchilt, hind 
of-Eng land Divines; for whoſe 


t | Fe MATESTY : bath been © 
a: | graciouſly pleaſed to prom: iſe the cons 
pf; tinuance of our Religion. And we 
MM are happy i in the TOTO of x 
P | 15 GET - | 
#9 "ut that Wb; is moſt Inviting} 
"i bs by great and exemplary Piety. 
W. 7 bope that what he bath W ritten, 
will enter into your Heart, becauſe 
jf 7t comes from his. * He recommends ” 
7 4  Acquaintance with God to you, 
from the Experience which he balk of 
the Benefit and Comfort o it it im 
bimſelf. 65 
Wl That thoſe who are S rangers | 10 
Fl the Praftice of Religion, may be 
mf induced toit; And that thoſe who 
are Religious, may be comforted in 
a es Wr 
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= (6) M E lave Oe, the - 
1 ſtory of Job-with his three 
. Friends to, be Dramarical, 
or. as a Parable, wherein | 
mW — the ſtate of a miſerably = 
#8 ficted Perſon is Aﬀted. | But *ris jam. < 
2 Evident, both by Sacred Writ, and 1. 
© all Antiquity, 'That there was 
© really tych a Man in the Land of 
ol Cz in Arabia; a Man' that is 
£7 thought to- have lived hefore Mo- 
X, U ſes Ss time; for St. Chryſoſtome rec- 
My | kons him the fourth .from Eſau: A 
| Man that was of a Goſpel-like Spi- 
#| rit long before the Goſpel ; A Man 
gw e very Eminent, not only as to the 
_ Going of of God $ Wl, but the Pati- 


'B ent 


\ ent fiffering it: He having been, 1 
for many-months, thrown into an” ? 
horrible Abyſof Miſery; "and'mag-" } 
.  nanimouſly .refolving to Truſt in Þ 
God, though. he did ſlay him, cap. . Þ 

- T3. 15. So that. he was really like- ] 
his Redeemer, 4 Man.of ;Sorrows aud || 
acquainted with, Grief. But. yet he. | 
could not fo far reſemble him, as I 

to lye, under ſo powerful a Temp- | 
 extion, without ſome Diſcovery of. | 
 himane Corruption; ' For 'the Fire 1 

of his adverſe State, did ſomtimes 
Boyl'over his Paſſion to ſome.un- JÞ 
ſcerly Expreſſions, cap. To. 3. And. Þ 


| his Friends not being able to Con- ' Þ 


- 
. 


"Arie it as an Efflux of his Corrupt, ' Ii 
_ Nature, did too ſeyerely Cenſire | 
 Himas Perſon very highly Culpas | 
ble, v. 5. But, yet, Eliphaz ſuppo-," i 
ſing, Him fuch an One, 'bethought. Þ 

_ . himſelfof anexcel lent piece of Ad-4 
vice, very ſeaſonable and uſeful to : If 

\ Perſons in His miſtaken Condition, 4} 

| And ſo He Admoniſh'd Him to Mi 
 Acquaint himſelf with. God, 20 "Al 


l. « ; _ EE 
8 Coritettedly to Submit-to the ſharp : 
5P| Difpenſation- of His Providence, _ 

And thereunto gave Him this En- ny 

couragement,: 'That thereby Good : 

| ſhould come” unto Him, © 

Acquaint. now! thy. Self, te. 

From the Words we may Ob- 

ſerve,” 
L. 'A Twofold Duty, the One} in: 

| order to the other, nn 


A duty; of AQtion, Acquaine = 


r0w; GC; : 
2: duty of Paſſion, or. pati- 
ent Suffering; of God's Will, 


Be at Pnes: 


W \ Ve Hao is the Seaſon EY 7 : 
| portunity: for both; in. the- word: 
| which may relate to both. 
. Here 1s. the certain iſſue or-e- 
| vent of both the Dutyes ; Thereby 
Yo ſhall come unto thee, __ 
4 - 1, Concerning the firſt Part, The -. 
ll Twofold Duty: And:  * 
bl eſs: Gonontty: the Dur y of 
B 2, Adv 


(47 - 
Aion, "That of our Acquainting 


our ſelves with God; and here We 
may” a 


L. of the Obj ect, Efims 
L. Of the a& Acquaint. 


_ L Concerning the Ob; e&t of our” 
Acqtiaintarice, Him: Ard witd- 


ſhould this be, but the Perſon nin | 
ken of, wer. 2, 3. Even the Almigh-  Þ 
ty 2 And how worthy He is of our } 
Acquaintance, and tomake a Friend | 


| of; we may take notice from the } 

= Dignity of his Perſon; He is GOD, 'Þ 

infinitely Glorious and Lovely, and. | 

that both in His divine Attributes, Þ 

and 1n His holy, juft, and good Þ 

' Rom. 5. Commands ; and alſoin his righte- -:! 1 

2. (4s, us and holy Wayes and:Works. A- {| 

=. *” mong Men, there are Four Sorts:of | 1 

OI commonly reputed worth for Ac- '} 

_ quaintance: 'The Qualifications of :; 1 
all whom, are at the ſame time, and, - 
alwayes 1n a tranſcendent Degres 

int the Perſon here ſpoken ” SE 


- DEER Ls Sucks | 


-qt 


- Fo Sitch as are worth Fug 
8 Hance, and our making Intereſt in, 
'- are Perſons of Power, able to Re- 
lieve our Wants; and to Support Us 
under, and Exalt Us above the Ma- 
lice and Envy of others. And here- 
_ unto, -many (as Solomon ſayes) Seek 
the favour of a Prince, Prov. 19. 6. 
Men, think they may be ſecure 
under ſuchPerſons wings, who have 
= fo much of the World under their 
# Command. Andindeed, their Fa- 
mW vour is conſiderable: 'Tis as "the 
Wn Dew upon the graſs, Prov. 19; 12; 
For as that raiſes the Blade into a _ 
beautiful Verdure; ſo a King's 
Countenance is able to brisk the 
Face of a poor Subject.. And why 2 
Becauſe he is able (he may think) 
to help him in the time of tis Need. 
But now, if the Favour of a Prince, 
| whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, and ” 
he may ſoon breathe out his Laſt: | 
If his Favour be of this concern; 
What then is the Countenance of 
- Him, who 1s drat ea 8:01], The 


"Pp = 7 Prince | 


ſhits: 


Prince of i Kings of ts earth, Rev; 'Þ 
18. Alas! As to the inferiour = 
Powers of the World, . They may Þ 
be willingto help.us, but they may - ] 
.' want Power; and from hence it is, Þ 
That the Apoſtle fayes, Let God be Y 
zZrue, and every man a tyar, Rom. 3.4. J 
We have (bleſſed be: God) aPrince | 
that is thought to be as 'Truthful Þ 
and Firm to His Word, as any Per- Þ 
ſon within all His Dominians: : But 1 
»Alas, poor MAN! He may deceive } 
Us: (if not with His Will, yet) a: Þ 
gainſt His Will ; for He is not Om- Þ 
nipotent, and may ſometimes be ſa | 
_ far ſhort of Power to help o 1 
as not to be able ro help Fre 
as was ſometimes the CASE of His | 
molt. Excellent Father, of bleſſed 1 
Merfiory. But with the Perſon .;] 
here in my Text, all Things ever 1 | 
were, are, and ever will be th -offible, 
Mat. 19. 26. He and He only. is in- \ 
fallibly able to Raiſe the poor out "4 
the 41h, and lift up the needy out of 2 
be dunghil, Þ es 13-7, Tis He :: 
Goto "rg 


043 


that iakih' our Enemies to Fe at 
Peace with us, Prov. 16. 7, "Tis He 
that 1 5a ſun and a ſhield, and gives 
| grace and glory; and no good thing 
will he withbold from them that walk 
| uprightly, Pal. 8: 4- IT, And with 
whom then can we more happily 
make Friendſhip? 


24 Such as are worth Acquain- 
tance, are ſuch as are alſo good 
"Hiatured Men: Men of Afability 
and Kindneſs. - Men muſt be Great, 
that they may be able to help us; 

- and Good, that they may be wit- 
ling ; for otherwiſe, What ſignifies 
their Power Men of Power only, + 
are oft Supercilious, and like ſome 
Over-ſeers. of the Poor ; who, in-. 
ſtead of ſeeing into their pittyable ; 
ſtate, ' will careleſly Over - ſee it ; 
aye, and perhags, in ſtead of han- 

. ding to them * of Bread, will 
rind their Face ( as the Prophet Ik 3 3ths 
layes) to make themſelves Bread. 

But a kind and good Natured Man 
is Compaſſionate: :- And ifthere be 
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any ſuch among Men, Iam ſure, 
He that made them, is Super-Emi- 
nently ſuch. And to that purpoſe, 1 
____ He-15 ſtyled a Father, and there 1s . 
Fas pave 2009 fUch, Ways To "give ue ol 3 
F 5:.avg. Aſſurance of His Compaſſion; . He : 
: repreſents His divine Nature by the | 
Tenderneſs of a Mother to her ſac- AF 
king Child, 10a. 49. 15. A Child (it 1 
ſeems) to whom {he is not only a 
Mother, 'but a Nurſe; and who 
therefore is not only part of the Mo- 
ther's Bowels (as Czvilians call 
them) but a great patt of her Care ; 
and ſo,not only Natyre,but Cuſtome 
has Naturalized the Parents AﬀeCti- 
on and Indulgence ; And yet for all 
that, a Mother may forget ſuch a 
Child, but God will not {it ſeems) 
2 Cor- 1- forget His. And indeed, He is the 
7 Father of mercyes, and the God of 
all Conſolation, Roi 5- '5. And (as 
_ . one fayes well) TB the great De: 
 fgnand Work of the Scripture, to 
bring Us into a Belief of His Mer- 
ey aud Goodneſs ; WICH 15 there: 
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Ei fore made to run thoughevery Pars. 
BW thereof, as Water thro' the Streets 
= of Venice, to Refreſh and make Glad 
WF the City of God. . And can wenow 
I have a more profitable and advanta- 
= geous Acquaintance, as to a ſweet 
= and compaſſionate Nature? Not poſs - 
S—_-— Oe” 
WW 3- Such as are reputed valuable 
WW Acquaintance, are ſuch” alſo as are . _ 
= not only Perſons of Ability and 
WH Good Nature, but 'of Fidelity, 
W Truth and Certainty:too, and' fo. 
© fit ro be relyed on. Some Men that - 
Wi want not a Good Nature, may yet 
W want ſtability and firmneſs . of 
WW Friendſhip; and with ſuch it often _ 
{ falls out, That ſome ſmall accident 
18 (perhaps) of their Friends paſſion, 
8 incogitancy, or misfortune” of Po- 
WW verty 'may intercur,' and. divert - 
[4 them from their reſolutions,” and 
{# promiſes; And then what ſignthes 
W our Acquaintance with ſuch un- 

| ſtable Creatures? Such as may - 
| prove Egyptian Reeds, that. ony | 


5 & 
: © 
© 2 
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E& Fo $ - 1 
' both deceive and ſha ine our Cor 
fidence.? But a right Friend « 
Acquaintance 'is fixed and Tcady 
itid, Loves at all times, Prov. 17. 17 
. Afid ſuch there are in the World (| 
_ though rare; and if there be ſacl 
among Men, they are yet. but all 
an uncertain ſpark to/ the fixed] | 
 Luminary of Heaven, the Glorious 
God, who keepeth Truth, and will 
be mindfull of his Covenant fol 
ever, Pſal. 111. 5 , and with whom lj 
1s NO variableneſ or ſhadow ol 
change, Farm. 1. 18. Upon him it is 
that we do depend for Love an il 
Salvation, but not as Funambulo's | 
do upon their Ropes, Who are eve-1 
ry foot ready to ſlip, and break 
| their Necks. No, we have a ſtca-i[ 
dier Friend of God than ſo; For,l] 
be we but villing ts trulb to him, 
- -and by our DET” ience afd will-Y 
tu Negledt of him pfove not. 
contemptuous of his help be] 
will never leave us nor forkikte us, # 
Heh. 13: 5: And a We obſerve = 
the 


} $6 
: 
” 


l OE 11: $) 
l ; [.. Apoſtle cnpuiſis- it comfar = 
$tably by three . Negatives, 29": Mi . 
Wl for the [ſtronger Confirmation-:of 
his Promiſe. So that, be our hearts 

W fraught with a ſincere defire and 
q f reſolution, to uſe our endeavours 
; J to ſerve' God, we ſhall yſe - 
(þ W with ſecurity through the rough 
" "1 Sea of this Worlds Temptations; 
a | for they are not our accidental and 
it | preter-natural ſlips and infirmities 


b-7 as that will exclude us His DivineFa- 
x ' your ; eventhe beſt ofus ſometimes 


Ml | may lo lay aſide Obſequia filiorums 
ill ' the Duty of Children, when: yet 
!! God will not lay aſide Yiſcera Pa- 
» | tris, the Bowels of a Father ; For 
1 as a Father pityeth his Children, ſo 
it | God pityeth them that - fear Him, © 
| P/al. 103. 13. There are . (indeed) 
| that deal by the Gracious God, 
| as the Froggs (in 'the Fable) did 
I by their Wooden God, and oppro- 
{ briouſly : dance upon the Tamenes 
| and Kindneſs of jthe Deity, and 5u4. 4 
| turn. his Grace into wantonnels. 
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 -There are that preſumptnu 
eſteem the Croſs of Chriſt, to bi 
_.on-purpole 'defign'd, as a Dung 
 :Cart, to carry away the filth d 

 . Mens Sins; &to be laden accord} 
| 1ng'to their pleaſure ; bur as to ſacl 
xehm, Men, they will find God to-be # 
+» 2. 3-;well Juſt as Merciful, and tharth@ 
 Salvifick Grace' of God did there 

fore appear to Men, to teach them} 

-That denying all Ungodlineſs and 
 Worldly Luſts, they ſhould live SofÞ 
berly, Righteouſly and Godly il 

this preſent World, 77. 2.12. Andi 

to ſuch therefore as in cool Blood 

and wilfully, contemn the Methods 

of Divine Grace, the Meek and Pa-Y 

tient Lamb ' of God, may prove. | 
Rev. $.e, the Victorious Lyon of the Tribe 
. of Judah; and his Love when 
ſo abuted, may turn into Fury 
and prove like the ſweeteſt Wine, 1 
which when corrupted, is the} 
ſharpeſt Vinegar: But, be w@ but} 
willing to pleaſe God, according as*] 
we. are capacitated by the Grace} 
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| jof His Divine Ordinances, . and, we 
Wineed never to fear His deſertion, 


| | but moſt certainly expect the eon- - 


Mtancy of His AﬀeQtion and-Friend- | 
ly Kindneſs, *Tis true indeed, that- 


® 


{Wour Sins. may provoke God to ſpeak 
atacainſt us, by ſome adverſe provi . 
gydences,. as he did againſt Ephraim, - 0» 
Ifer.z 1.20. Buteventhen (itſeers) © - 
Hy ths pity ſtrikes him as much up- 

At on His - Bowels, as his 'Paternal 

I Chaſtiſement does us: upon .: our; 

backs. Tis a. grief--to. him. (to-: 

EMHpeak after the manner. of ' Men) 

that he is inforced to ule ſuch ſeye-: 

wp ritics. for our advantage, for His | 

', 28. 2x1. That is, abhorrent to His * 

$1 Nature: 'And therefore, let no-. 

J, thing diſcourage us from our con-.. 

© fidence in Him, as a, moſt firm and - 

= faſt Friend, if we be but willing to 


ll own him, as the Holy One of Iſrael. 
Wl And we may therefore conclude of 
£9 our ſecurity in his Favour, becauſe | 
= the condition on our part requir'd Gs 
w| wks rs > "a6 


(14) 
the continnance Ic "of it towards 5 
is:fid-#to- be.z Yoak«that-is eaſicy 
ant2 : Burderr that is light, / 
T'Ts- Zo. andwhoſe Favour: 1erefore 
is-not readily-to be loſt ;- and-what! 
niore; comfortable- property: caſt 
_ ve: poſlibly: expe& in: Friendſhip? 
: and-how happy then -_ Del 
Perlon-in the Text. oY 
- 44- Such perſons as men aim' at 
Tor: the: pleaſure 'of acquaimance;,Þ 
20/fach 3s they find to fymbolize 
or.'correſpond: with a in the 
ſame-- Qualities -and- Diſpoſitions: 
"Fis:arvold ſaying, That Simlitudel 
25. the Foundation of Amity And'Y 
_ *tis-ſoin alt ſorts of men; -in.theirÞ 
_ ſeveral fimiler: Natures.-- Tis even} 
thus in thei different Seats of the!) 
Church; every ſort delight- in"! 
their own Fraternity ; and the Or-'A 
__thodox moſt rationally affect ſuck 1 
asare conſentient ar" 4 them in the' 
 Truth.- And- thus may Pious. and'N 
. Good: men-moſt of all ſolace = 
ſelves 


E-— 15 HH 
ſelves in. their. acquaintance. with 
Pri God, whois like'to'them; and {6 
MWmuch we may.find, if we compare 
their diſpoſitions- "towards, their. 
iu; children, it thoſe 'of Almighty 
WGod: towards his: As, do wiſe Pa- 
# rents think it meet to be: tender. 
Whcarted and: compaſſionate to their 
Children 2 God is. ſo to, us. Do, 
ph ; hey think it meet to take ſuch; 
*Þ courſe with their Children, _ 
ws that they, may not look” upon 
; hy as "auſtere: Maſters, but to 
Wierve them with aldcrity and chear- 
Wiulneſs? the ſame is God to us. For- 
Phe would have us to. Eat+ our. 
ol 7 Iread with joy,-and Drink our Wine 
vt | a merry Heart. Eccleſ. 9. 7. 
ET Tis clear enough, that we may”. 
Wrejoyce before ' God, and that 'a- 
Fpundantly roo, and. that after-the 
Wmanner of- Men. too: Burt then- 
CTis true) we ought to 'remember. 
hs of - Sexeca, That our Mirth be 
res ſevera, with a befeeming 'gra- 
| vity and Prudence, y; and not a boy- 
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ith and Epieu urean Jan but fac it 
- as.may have a mixture of tear 21 and 
Gembling with i it, Pſal. 2. 11. That 
is, ſuch a ſober carefiztneſs and [ 
: warineſs (as tremblers have) cha L 
we aG& not misbecomingly to thg 
Children of {uch a Father : And 


| this-is no more than we would 
have , our Children do to. | 4 
= Wiſe Men . think it meet 
when their Children Rebelliouſly 

and Contumaciouſly diſobey theil 
coinmands, to correct them, le 

they prove a ſhame to their Pa 
rents, and a confuſion to the 1 
ſelves? God Almighty is alfo 0 


the very ſame muid. Do. rhey | 
think . ir meet, when - their Chi 


dren repent themſelves , and 
bring forth Fruits meet for Res 
pentance, to pardon them, and [etl 
them ſhare in the Fruit 'of theil 
Paternal Love? God Almighty 8 
in this alſo very like them; 
is willing both to forgive, and «| 
ſo to give us the richeſt welcome 
and? 


Tad. ; 


| and RT Fo Lick X $7 = 's "np J 
Now then ſeeing: this" great, "griti- 
o, ous, and truthful"Perfon, in the 
i Text, is ſo every way like to us. in 
N whatſoever right reafon'may dictate 
' and: preſcribe our practiſe in.;. Oh, 
' methinks ! With what Joy t may we. 
| | entertain and embrace att Acquain- « 
(60 tance and Friendſhip with him 1 And, - 
| | thus much for the OPEN Him. - 
; _ Proceed WC now, — fn 
ſl: - 11 To he Fe ponder lon A 
lh | Chis Objea;, Acquaint. And | here we 
ih $ may conſider: En, OY 


. 1; What is is meant xrbyt the «Word 
— . Acquaint. 

© 2. How we © may commpals our 
og _"_ 


Ir What 3 is meint wy PP juaint, 
q The word is variouſly conirned. 
Reza renders it, Redi cum. 7pſo in gras. 
tiam: Be thou reconciled *to Elim « 
| And according to to this ſeniſe, Bis. 
G. look- 
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looking . upan; 702, as one whole: 


« \ : 


"Lame 3+ 
_ 

- Aſueſece 
© xe 7pſum 
LL, ceumillo. 


| EM = po ET = '1 
a; Feb, as one . whoſe; 


ties infinite; - Yer. 5. He might 


ealonably wiſh him, to get ſpeedi-f 
ly into Gods Favour, that he might] 
Flee from the Wrath T0 come: And; 


3 


16, truly 'tis of '\concern to us all, 


to, Search and try. our wayes, anal 
turn again to. the, Lord. But then 
2.;The:Words (according. to Jun; 
and 7Tremel.) are rnleres” 1s 1 


thy ſelf with Him. And this ſeems} 


molt genuine and. appoſite, for- it} 
includes- the other, and is. larger. 
And thus, the word ſignifiesas much} 
as to. get the Knowledge of God, 
and of His Bleſſed Will and Wayes|| 


5 


F1 % 


more ſtrictly and fully, and to en- 
ceavour 2. true . and afteCtionate}] 
Conformity, tohis Commands,. and 
ſo ſeek to obtain His Divine Favours? 


Indeed, as to the amplitude of the} 


Divine and ſtupendious Attributes, 
the myſtery of. our Salvation, .the# 
ſecret courſe of Divine Providences, 


the. Glory of the Heavenly Inheri- | 


_ tanCey'1 


Tad. 


tance, we. may never pretend 4 
power to Fathoin them by any 'ſpe- 
8 culative comprehenſion ; for they 


are Myſteries that ſtop the Mouths, 


p, | and non-plus the intelle& of Men © 
WW and Angels. - :For, as to the: firſt; 
| That.of the infinite Eſſence of God, : 


8. The faces. of Angels, are {aid to be 
ay cover'd, as unable to behold the 


luſtre of; it, Iſa. 6. And as to the 


1h ſecond, "They are faid to deſire to 
28: pry into it, and farther they canngt 
SM BO, 1 Pet..x:12. And as to thethird, 
Tis as the ſmoak of the Temple, 
| Revel. 15.8. THAT upon too 


curious a, ſearch, may. Fate the 


as - eyes of qur. underſtanding, to ſmart. 
W: And as to the laſt, THAT of the . 


Glory of our future ſtate, : the A- 
oftle tells. us progly, * That we 
know not yet what we ſhall be, 
I John 3.3. Neither hath. # entr ed 


 ant0, 7 Heart of Man to conceive, 


WM x Cor. 2. 9. But, though. theſe 
+ | things may puzzle our underſtand 


ing, they are yet comprehenſible : 
+ - IF 


t - pr ; b - A 
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find: —_ 
' by our Faith, Epheſ.4. 1 18. And {6 4 
far he hath made the ſaid Myſteries 
known to us, Epheſ. 1.9. And wg A 
is his Will, that we Jiould per- 4 
form, John 6 6, 40. And ſo far weare | 
concerned to. Acquaint our ſelves 
with God; That we knowing his 
Will, and the Myſteries of our Sal- Þ 
vation, may learn to anſiver the Þ 
ſame, by an obediential Faith, and 4 
endeavour to get into his Favour, F 

. and oblige (as we may fay) his 4 
Friendſhip, for a collation” of all F 
its effects pon us, it" the riches of F 
his 'Grace' and Glory: And thus ÞÞ 
- much for the explanation of the {| 
word, Acquaint { Proceed we | 'Þ 
4. To the way and mearis how- lf 

we may gain the Acquaintance and' 
Friendſhip of God. And: our courſe | 
mult be, 1 
#0 To cidevicair-fe caſting off | 
our Acquaintance and way with: } | 
the Works and Workers of Dark- Þ 
neſs, and to diſingage our {elves 4 1 
from the ub ba of Sin, which ſets 7 

os a A 
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op 
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_abodyof Darkneſs between us and . 
the Glorious Light of Heaven, and 

\ Sun of. Righteouſneſs. . The inter- 

' poſition of the Earth Eclipſes the _ 

- light of the. Moon: Thar. of the 
Moonthe Sun; So our Earthly and 
ſottiſh Luſts, our Lunatick and Wild 
rangings after ſenſual Pleaſures, ob- 
ſtruct and confound our knowledge 
of God. *Tis Sin that makes a le- 

Wy paration . between. God and us, - ſo - 

WH: that we can; neither know God, 

a nor will he know us, Mat. 25. 12. 
And the: Apoſtle tells us plainly, 
that he that ſins, that is, hewhoſe 
heart inclines chat way, 10 as to 
make 1t his beloved Practiſe, hath not 
ſeen God, neither known him, x John 
3:6. God and wilful Sinners, are the 
greateſt Strangers. 

2. The way to be Acquainted 
with God, 1s to difintangle our 
ſelves (as much as we can) from _. 
the encumbrances and ſolicitous 

thoughts of the World ; For when 
We over anxiouſly. purſue its. En- 


. 4-5 oy 


(nr) 
joyments, we ſhall find an Bſtrange- | 


ment from:God, and no leifore to 


attend his- Service for a Conimuni- If 
on with him. No Man (fayes our '{þ 


- Saviour ) can : ſerve two Maſters, 


Luke 16; 13. Diviſion weakens our . | 


thoughts and affections. And he { 


that. 1s a Friend to the World, is an 
_ Enemy to God, Jam. 4: 4+ But when } 


we unite our thoughts upon him, 


. we have the more vigorous affeQi- 1 


on to, and comfortable enjoyment } 


of live and from hence 1t 15, that 


& - 
evOTwy 
hy Kaſs. 
S tas (av. 


the Pfalrtiiſts Prayer 1s,. Unite my F 
heart to fear thy Name, Plal. 86.1x. BM 
or make my. Heart one with thee. # 
Some ' unſtable Men have two 


minds, and fome wicked Men have 


| two hearts ; One for God, and ano- 
* ther for the World: and oF in effect 


they have none at all for God ; for 


he will have either all the heart. Þ 


for himfelf, or none at all, - All, 
that is, he will have us ſo to love pt 
ah as that whatſoever elſe we } 
Fove as we may do.) we muſt Þ 

wy — have X 


Tay. 


haven it, the chiefeſt aime at'the. - 
| Glory of his Name; God we muſt” 
love for himſelf, and every thing 
elſe for his fake;- '; True love'that' 
maintains Friend ſhip, intirely ends 
like. a Pyramid of flame of: Fire, 
-1n one: point | or compaſs. God that mai. * 
WW made Man, gave him but one com- 35+ | 
gf panion into his boſome, that mu- 

5 tual affection might be the more 

yl: intenſe. We are now (through the 
$7; Bleſſed Son of God) myſteriouſly 

#1 Married to the: Deity, and. God' 
requires of us a conjugal and uni-. 
ted Love and Acquaintance to. 
and with him. *Tis uſually ob- 

| ſerved, that he that over ſolict- 

F touſly ſeeks rave the love and. 
Friendſhip of many, findes domiar, 
the love of none. | -And I am fure, 

ſuch as ſo carkenly and ambiti- 
ouſly woo, the favour of Men, and: 
court their Friendſhip with a- gla-. 
Zing admiration, and with all 'the 
laborious pundtilio? s of obſervance, 
find, none from God: So as we 
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_ are'(as al as in us lies) toun- | | 
wreath our. affeRtions . from. the 
World, and.in an eſpecial. man- 


\ner::t0 decline. the- Friendſhip-and {| 


Acquaintance of" diforderly . "Vos . 
ſons; and with ſuch, No. not to eat, || 
iT Cor. 5, x8; | Not yet, that we are 
. altogether to ſhun. their company, A 
' for-then we-muſt- (as the Apoſtle 'Þ 

ſayes) go out of -the World, ver. I0.-Y 
Or, .that we. ate to deny. them a Þ 
fraternal Charity, 5 Theſ. 3. 15. 3 
But by not eating with them,is meant, + 
That we do not. of choice COMMU: - 
- nicate with- them in their. Luſt-. Þ 
Feaſts, and ſeck to maintain an in- 4} 
 tercourſe of familiar affection; and *? 


court their. Acquaintance, as if any 


real or true profit. or. delight could | 
 in-probability bethe reſillt or iſſne of {| 
. our complaiſance with them. ' No, | 
Be we.more inward with God, and 1 
confine our ſelves more induſtriouſly 1 


and conſcionably to our ſeveral Cals. At 


lings, ..and. that will: (in the end). 
Pr _ abundently more advantag- 
GUS. TT OAT Gs ; 3" TH: 
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+ The way to attain the know. 
ge, 


| 
| 
Wh! 1 acquaintance and favour of. 
Ws , is to. put our ſelves into his 
i preſence by: frequenting Ine 
Holy Ordinances. AS . : 
. His holy 'Word, which @& he 
"Apoſilcayes) is profitable for our. 
/ inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, and able 
Zo make. us wiſe unto. Salvation,” © 
2 Tim: 3: 16.. Eraſmus very wor» 
js: thily calls the Scripture, Puriſimans 
| mentis Dez in Chriſto venam, The 
Wi pure vein of. the Hind of God in 
8 Chriſt. And ſo it does moſt com- 
Y frat tranſmit - a . vivacity and 
þ gour into our thoughts and af- 
ug ſections, by the precious blood of 
| Chriſt there ſeen... And we RY 
A of thoſe Sacred Oracles;. 
- Seneca of the Proviſions of Nan: | 
' Nou modo neceſſitatibus,. &c. That 
{| God by them has not only indulg'd__ 
, to us. neceſfaries for our ſpiritual _ 
W fupport, but” has loved us up ta ' 
[| yery great delights; for the Scrip- 
[ure iS 352 Garden of Spices,wherein 
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(36) | 
we may recreate our ſelves with 
the Tweets of Divine Philanthropy; 
and the infinitely joyous fruit there-MF| 
of, 1n- an Eternal happy Communi-F 
on with our Maker, and our ſupe-} 
riority (in Chriſt) above the An-Þ 
gels... In a word, the Scripture is} 
the- glorious Record or Evidence olff 
what our Saviour both ſaw and} 
Heard, at the Council Table (asf 
I'may fay) of the myſterious 'Tri-F 
nity; and no man'can be better ſa-Y 
tisfied with the Knowledge anal 
Love of God than from thence} 
And. no way poſhibly can wel 
more happily attain an Intereſt inz , 
and” an Acquaintance with him 
than by ſearching into, and pradtiY 
fing- the rules and preſcriptions} 
2; We may Acquaint our elves] 
with God, by his Sacred Ordinan« : 
of Prayer. And 'that not only be 
cauſe we perform that unto which L 
he annexes a Promiſe of ſich * 1 
pherey, as Heb. 410; But. becauſe; / 
"tis: : 


of 
I 3 

v Aa 
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(37) 
'tis 2 Duty that is (i it ſelf)-in 


1 1 Wfuencial 3 into -futls: an effedt ; And 


- As” being; an occaſion to. 
our more intimate thoughts | 
of him. HE 


2. Of our more jc joyous alleti- 
on to him. 


- 4; Ofour ſtronger er conſden 
"mn him. 
tl By Prayer we are & puit in mind X. 
| our Benefactor, and that from God 
4 every good gift, and _CVErY per- 
Wh fe? gift comes, Jam. 1.17. By that 
of we know from whom we receive, 
Hand whom we are to thank for what 
Wwe have. By Prayer alſo we un- 
9 derſtand moſt comfortably, that 
F.- God has a mind to. relieve us out 
F2y of his Fountain ; for otherwiſe, why 
y thould he command us to Pray, at 
E promiſe to hear us 2 And laſtly, By 
WM Prayer we learn to confide in him, 
[Who | i Friendly invites our aÞp- 


proach 
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nu - > 
proach to his Throne, Med TeginoIdg 
'with a boldnels or liberty of ſpeech} 
as the Word ſignifies, Heb.-4.108 
"And we may (it ſeems) ſpeak in} 
_ mediatly to him, without any off 
ther mediatour --than our. Bleſſed] 
Lord Jeſus, who thinks 3+ no rob 
bery to equal with God, Phil. 2. 6F 
And then, how can we deſpair of a 
welcome and a due ſicceſs 2. And 
fo the very Senſe that we mayf 
have of our dutiful correſpondenc 
with the ſacred pleaſure of God, iff 


-our- ſupplicatory addreſſes, cannolÞ 
chuſe, . but invite us to a frequency 

; of Communion with him: And L | 
we may happily obtain his Ac} 
quaintance and Friendſhip by duel 


LY ” 


Prayer. J 
- -.. 3. We may Acquaint our ſelve | 
with God, by the uſe of his Bleſſed 
Sacraments, THAT eſpecially ol 
_ the Eucharilt, by which we comet 
taſte and ſee, how good and gracious 
he 3s,Plal.34-8. Tis doubtleſs a won} 
derful piece of condeſcenſion to 
FE ine wards} 


tank 


Wl watds a Friendſhip, to be admitted 
a I to cat 'and drink 'at his Royal Ta- 
I! ble ;: on: which for a Banquet, he 
|| ſets the myſterious Body and Blood 
Wl: of his dear Son, thatraviſhing Food. 
'h Ml of Angels, & that by which we may 
i 1 Jjoyouſly behold what great things 
[God does for us; for by ſuch mer- 
ll |. ciful repreſentatives. of his preci- 
py 4} ous body and . blood, as are "thoſe 
"$) of the Bread and Wine in- com- 
F f plyance with our ſenſes, how caft 
Ewe choſe but have,a vigorous: and 
1 remembrance of Gods Love 
{to us, in the Sacrifice of his Son? 
j Among the Romaniſts, 'tis reputed 
WM a duty of great concern, to have 
of T the Image of 'our Saviour before 
by | them, as a means to- quicken their 
Remembrance, and heighten their 
"FE to him; - and Baronius 
ſeems confident, that, ro this end 
Z// our Saviour himſelf was pleas'd (1 
© the Thirty-firſt. Year of his pho 


+ 
$ fs bi | 


to fend his own Image to Kwg | 
dbdagar, and alſo -muraculouſly * ro 


frame = 


| frame it on the Handkerchief gf 
St.Yeronita ; What truth theſe things 
havein them, I leave to the Learned 
_ to judge; But this is certain, tha 
_ wint 1s offer'd to. the Senſes, may 
| the eaſier be tranſmitted -tO tE 6 
Spirit through them; and if wg 
_ may . believe St. Chryſoſt ome, (as) | 
| think we may )--our DaVIOur did. 
cit.'Ey. ain the uſe of Images ; for he call 
Uſhero, the. Sacrament "Etxcy 53 Jopa)og: x; mithh 
ts x57, © The Image of our Sai 
<© viaurs body-and blood ; and w! 
 know- he did inſtitute thoſe Ele 
' mentary Signes of . his -precioul 
| body and blood, that they mighl 
; be taken in remembrance of himjlſ 
* ICor.11. 24,25; Now, {hall tht 
_ merciful God (in condeſcenſion-t9 
t0.us, for the furtherance. of out 
Devotion, And ſhall we prize uot 
_ warranted whimſies before his Saf 
_ cred Inſtitution ? . And ſhall we for 
| bear the uſe of ſuch a way, as his} 
Wiſdom and Mercy has ordained t% 
I _ mms  g1VE! 
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Ss (333. 
| give us the more: comfortable | re- 
| membrance of. 'his; Tove, - and 'by | 
which we may be refreſhed. with 
the fame thoughts 'of our ha! Ppy 
| ſtate in our Saviour, that St. Am- 
f broſe gave Monica, concerning her 
' Son Auguſtine, Non poteſt filius {6 faig 
4 he) rtantarum lachrymarum perire. 
" "Tis impoſſible, that 'a Son' of {6 
( ll many tears (as that good Woman 
I-ſhed for the Converſion of her So) 
I | ſhould periſh! Do we not-by the. 
*0f | breaking and pouring Forth of ZR 
wi  Sacramental-Bread: and Wine withly 
» | | cake notice of Gods compaſſion to 
2f-us, in our Jeſus? , And may we 
a not thereby come into a nearer Ac-- 
il | quaintance. with. our Heavenly -Fa- | 
ll ther? God forbid then, that ' we 
U ſhould be . remiſs _in-our duty of _ 
= Communicating of what may be. 
# # {o highly advantagious to'us, for 
al | our Friendſhip with God. Receive 
5 | we conſtantly and worthily thoſe 
Fl W ncſtimable pledges of his love, and 
We Jhall find a molt: delightful Ac- 
- quaintance 
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Fanta De and fav our front 
Almighty God. , But - * .* © 


4+. We may yet beſt of all come) 


to be acquaitited with God, if wel 
with Exoch) will bat endeayoury 
to walk with or before him; by # 

” Communion of Holinefs. For thus] 
we may. be faid to be'in oo | 
1 Fobn.2.6, And being ſo, we may! 
be faid. to be all one with him s | 


And, how can the integrity off 
Friendſhip be. mote emphatically 
<npreſieds ; Holineſs. in the- Sou 
does reſemble cleaneſsupon a Wing 
dow.: It moft readily and intenſely 
tranſmits the rayes of the Sun of | 
Righteouſheſs into all the roo: l 


and parts of the Soul, and no mel 
know more of God, ind God knowY 5/1} 
none more deli ohitfully and accep; 
* tably, than ſuch as make it theit rl 
. Eapoy to ſerve him'; ' ſee- Pſa 
- It9. 99. and Pal. 50. 27 To him 
that ordereth his Converſation 2-iobhl 1 
will] ſhew the Salvation of the Lora | 
Gogl ad good Men are of a neaFi 
alliances 


w £0 
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{ 
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| alliance, and a veſendllg- is the. 
more readily attainable ; And thus 
 haveIdone with the duty of Action: 
| Thatof Acquainting our ſelves with 
God. I proceed now,  - - 
_ 2, To the duty of Paſſion, or. 
Patient ſuffering Blelled Will 
Wl of God: Be at Peace. The words 
74 admit of a double 1 interpretation. 
-I. Be at Peace: That is, Ac- 
| quaint thy ſelf with kim, and thou 
me ſhalt have Peace... In the Hebrew, 
We the imparative Mood is oft put for 
&9 the Future tence, as Fzech. 18. 32. 
 7urn your ſelves and live. * That | 2 
09! Repent and return'to God, and ye * . 
99 ſhall have Life.So here Aequaint thy 
al Gf with Him, and thou ſhalt have 
9 Peace, that is; all manner of Good, 
Bll For under the notion of Peace, the _ 
Hebrews exprets as much,. as the. 
Greeks do in their three Terms, of 
Pyiedvecn, uy algety wed, > the fir {t 
importing the health and proſperi- 
| ty of the Body, the other of the 
Soul, the Taff of the Eſtate. -But 


= this. 


-—"" 


i; this rteryretattoi ſeems to be 
| checked by what follows: Thereby * 
Good ſhall come unto thee, For that 
is a general term, and includes all. - 

- And if we examine what follows / 

| inthe other Verſes, we ſhall find the Þ 
ſaid Good particulariz 0: DV. 44,2 5:4 
2.6, 27. 90 that by being at Peace, | | 
may be meanr, 1 , 
_ "2. Be content and quiet, or reſt 
fatisfied: with the pleature of the 
Great GOD, in all his Chaſtiſe-Mf 
ments: Or, Do thou neither con-? 4 Þ 

_ - ceive, nor bring forth any anger Þ 

or diſpleaſure, in either words or Þ 
_ works, againſt the Author or In- [3 

ſtruments of thy Aﬀtlictions; Be not 14 
of any diſcontentful or revengeful-| 
Spirit, but take the diſpenfations || 
_ of the Wile, Juſt and Merciful God. | 
peaceably, and in good part, We | 
bes Chap. 10. 4. that Bildad fd | a 
- of Job thus, Ze teareth himſelf in. 
__ As it he had faid, The Man} 
is madd, ſinfully impatient. As] 1 
(indeed) many 2 good Man, Gel j | 
oem | cording; 
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cording to the impulſe. of his chol- 

lerick diſtemper) may be ſometimes 

thought ſo to be, when as accord- 
WM ing to the inward frame and dif 
" polition of his heart, he -may be. 
am more really patient, than ſome that 
Ml accuſe him, eſpecially when put 
| . to the like 'Tryal. Now Eliphaz 
| | miſtakingly apprehending Job in 
ſuch a condition, adviſes him to be 
'at peace, and lay. aſide murmuring 


| and diſcontent; Ard indeed Zl;- 
Fe was.in the right, to look up-- 
on 4 ſubmitting quiet Spirit under 
| affliction, as a requiſite duty.: For 

as well a paſlive as' active Obe= 
| dience 1s our concern, and our Sa- 
J/ viour became an. exempler or pa- 
W| tern of both: -:Oh methinks! To 

be at peace within a mans {elf when 
a Warr of troubles is about him, 
W is to fit undiſturb'd, as amid(t the 
WW roaring and rumultuous Waves of a Medjis 
mW rough Sea, and then how accepta- Pranguile 
| bly may a man glorify Gods Grace, jj,” 
| and _ himielf eafe ! There 

| "0 2 - are 
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(36) t 
26 that troubles them; elves - more; 4 
than all the troubles can do that 2 
are upon them, and are as wild! 
Bults in a net, full of fury againſt} 
God, {ſa. 5x. 20. But the PatientÞ 
man is quiet, and enjoys the Plea-J 
_ ſure ofdoing Gods Will. *Tis truck 
(indeed) that God does ſometimes 
- catch his own deareſt Servants inf 
a Net ; But, then they are there, a5 
*. many Doves in a Net, they makel 
alittle fluttering, and are ſeemingly 
_ Impatient, but they ſoon refle up-Þ 
on their Corruptions with an ab-J 
- horrency, and fo lie ſtill, and are} 
_ contented, and they are ſincerely} 
_. Willing to learn that leflon the} 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, PhY. 4. 11x. 1 
every ſtate to be Content. Andi 
indeed, 'tis an art to be learnt : ook 
the beſt way to'it (as I conceive) 
IS by theſe follow; Ng four conſ{ide-A 
rations in general, which 1 may} 
| but briefly ſpeatc of; and for your! 1 
farther fatisfacion, refer you tO 
Flat excellent Arch- "Avg, that] 
 OANIITE mixrour, 


ran 


mirrour of Learning, oratory. and 
right Judgment in all things, (as I 
may term him, who | ever he be) 
the Authour of the whole duty of 
pl man, in his Treatiſe, call'd, The 

Bu Art of Contentment. And. 

WW x. We may be at Peace, or be 
Patient, -becauſe all our troubles and. 
diſturbances are but the natural 

a fruit of our own labours'; and for 

8 what we ſuffer we may thank our 

mm ſelves. The fin of our firſt parents, 
whoſe branches we are, or (in- 
deed) who we are, extended, fill'd 
the earth with Briars and Thornes, 

| and until it be burnt up by the fire 

9 of the laſt day, it will bring. them 

ll forth, and ſo our tribulations are 

ft unavoidable ; .. even all this lower 

Wl Worlds Elements are made uſe of, 

ll to repreſent a fiate of - miſery. 

© Our Conſtitution is of Duſt ; Our 

T9 Maintenance (1in part) the Water 

ag of Aﬀliction ; our Duration, an airy 

al ſl. Vapour ; and Hell it {elf, as'well as 
| | tier Aflictions, 1 is repreſented by 
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(39) 14 
© Fire; that by: which (ſometimes, 4} 
when *tis at lome diſtance) we are || 
moſt refrethed. Miſery (indeed) 'Þ 
is but the dark ſhadow of firis Þ 
_ gfoſler body, and which takes ſin f 
7 the heel in its coming forth, | 
as Facob did his Brother Eſas ; and. E | 
if men would: but review their ſe- 
veral finful. courſes, they might Þ 
clearly diſcern their events to be | 
appolite, and ſutable, as Vexatious'Þ 
fruſtrations fall out to the Vain- F 
- glorious, beggary” to the idle, di- I} 
_ | leafes to, the intemperate and un- 3; 
 clean,. anguiſh and tortures of ſpi- Þ| 
rit to the malicious and envious, /; 
Sc. And (truly) ſeeing we are 
_ all of us finners, in ſome kind or | 
other, "Tis a mercy we are on this | 
tide Hell. Why ( ayes the Prophet) | 
does the Living Man complain, a || 
Man for the Puniſhment of Hs Sins : 2 
Lament. 3. 16. Where we find three Þ 
reaſons againſt it, Firſt, Why does: Þ 
. 2 man complain ?' One tha is ſub 4 
"api, under Fe fall of his firſt Par A 
rents þ 


Ganh 
rent, and born in fin, towards 
whom God may uſe his abſolute 
Soveraignty, to deal by him, in 
what kind of remporal. miſery he. 


pleaſes, as Fob 23. 13. Then, why 
does a ſinful oh complain? ? One 
that may find himſelf guilty Of Rei le- 
High Treaſon againſt the King of {- Maje- 
Heaven in'many fins (perhaps) of {3% PF 
a very deep die? And laſtly, Why 

does the living man complain ? 
Onethat is alive, and 1o, not only 

not puniſhed according to deſert, 

but indulg'd a liberty and ſpace : 

to make his peace with God; and 


ſo in capacity to receive ſich a 
glorious Rate as all . his ſufferings 
here are not worthy to be compa- 
red to it. Row. 3. 18,  Methinks 
Wl then, we might all of us be at 
Wl peace, under- our ſeveral afflictions. 
WA 2. We may well learn to be at 
Peace, or be contented with our 
Afflictions, ſeeing, that we are or 


may be ſo much beholden to them, 
_ for a manifold adVackage that we 
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reap by them, as, How they help, Þ 
to make us reflect upon our ſins, | 
that (we think) may be the cauſe | 
of them, and 10 help Us TO Repent Y 4 
that they may be forgiven, and Þ 
- that we may happily recover our Þ 
ſelves into a proſperous ſtate again! Þ 
As wasthe fortune of Joſephs Bre- i 
thren: for when they ſaw them- |; q 
ſelves ſo much under the ſeeming Þ 
feverity and frown of Toſeph, they 1 
aid among themſelyes, We are ve- 
rily guilty concerning our. Brother. || 
Gen. 42.21. and after their. peni- Þ 
tential refleQs, their Brother treated | 
them very richly. > Alas! How 2 $ 
apt are We (without correction) Þ 
to grow forgettul both of God and i 
-of our ſelves ! How apt when up _ 
the pinacle of honour, and court- Þ 
ed - with the riches and pleaſures | 
of the World, to ſcorn the feveri- | 
ries of repentance, and ſtriftneſs of | 
Devotion, (without which we may | 
(indeed) enjoy the pleaſures of fin /F 
tor 2 {caton, but) never ſhall we : d 
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| ke the Face of God, 1n the moſt : 
 Pleaſtrable manſion 'of Eternity !. 
{But, if we be under afflition and 
| troubles here,, how may we alſo 

Ky fllicienly cortvinee. that there ' 

| 

| 


' 


muſt be ſome future ſtate of happi- 

neſs, for ſuch as fear him, that made 
== us: For otherwiſe, the Wiſdome 
þ | and Mercy of the Moſt High might 
Ez be impeach'd, ſeeing that the ſtate 

of inch = as beſt love, and moſt faith- _ 

fully. adore God, may then be far _ 
#8 worſe than that of he very beaſts 
8 which he has given us a Dominion 


| binds Are webiual: Our Deſtr udtions 2 


I are our »ſtruftions. And St.C hry- 1o8 iM« 
a /o/tom, ſpeaking of the Soars of Job, 2192 ** - - 
We fayes, &: That they were more re- &c: : 
© ſplendent than the beams of the 
an ang for theſe do but enlighten 
9 < the eyes of the Body, but they 
{of F< the. eyes of the Soul, - And ſfoin-' 
9! deed by our afflitions we may dif- 
cern- many ſpiritual advantages ; 
[x And we have the more realon 
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(45) 


to be at peace, or be contented un-} 
_. der them. [1 
"4+ Wo may be at peace, tecaald F 
our miſery is-but the common lot, 

. as well of the beſt, as the worſt ol 
men. *Tis an old faying, Solamen 
miſeris ſocios, &c. *Tis a comfo! 1 
to the miſerable to ſee others 1 mg 
Fellowſhip with them. *Twas # 
great alleviation to Eljjahs thought j 

_ of death, that his Forchithers taſted Mt 
of rhe ſame Cup. I Xing. 19. 4 
And may 1t not be a comfort tal 
us, that we ſhare with the deareſl 
of Gods Servants 2 Nay, with out 
 Blefſed Jeſus: himſelf, who ndul | 
red ſuch ſharp ſcourgings, and the} 
- Ignominious tormenting death upoſl 


4 


the Crols .too, Now, muſt nor 

thing ſerve our turn, but (whally 
fo much our betters are put to lie] 
In the filthy bogg of this Worlds 


miſery) to be upon a Mount off 
” Spices before our time? But 


.. We may be at Peace, becauſe | 
our troubles are handed to us by 
| —_ 90G 


= Ele 

£9 one. that has ſufficiently manifeſted 

4 his love; and tender compaſlion to- | 

Wl wards us, God jAlmighty. He' was 

all pleaſed (as Nazianzer well fayes) 

24 to' have his dear Son flain, Jax; 

Wy | Yi via Tw]neiay that ſo we might be 

ll faved : And can we poſſibly then i- 

Wl magine any evil towards us, 1n the. 

mal Almighty 's deſign of our adverſi-_. 

9 ty 2 Is it not Quiddam oval, ſfome- 

=9| thing very hugely inconſiſtent with: 

© reaſon;to think that God ſo loved us - 

Wa as to.give us his Son, and fo hated us. 

WY as to give us ſuch a bitter Cup of _ 

£21 Trouble, unleſs, by ſuch a gift of mi> 

Ll ſery he does alſo expreſs a kindneſs 

Ell tous, in order to the happy effect of 

£9 his love to us in Chriſt, as moſt + 

#71 certainly he does? And methinks _ 
8 then, we might with as great a” 

{edateneſs and alacrity of Spirit 

bear with Gods ſtrokes of Adver- 
ſity, as a certain Spaniſh Inama- ph = z 
Faro did with a blow upon the 
back with a Snow-ball, thrown at 

| him - by his beloved Miſtrifs, as he 


F 
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| 


was paſſing by her Chamber win-A 
dow, upon a famous Stallion with'Þ 
a grand paw, and a glittering at-? 

_ tire, with deſign to inflame her af-4 
fection : She threw a Snow-ball ati 
him, he not diſcerning then from? 
Whence it came, ſeem'd full of 

fury at the affront: Bur {till hefF 
perſiſted in his deſign of a winning 

appearance, and about he came a-1 
g4in ; and when ſhe threw again, 

| he chanced to efpie her hand, andF 

. then he alighted from his Horſe, Þ 
| took*'up the Ball: and kiſled' it, as Þ 
__ coming from..his Love ; - and fo the 'Þ 
patience and chearlineſs of his car--J* 
. Tiage became a Motive to the Lady, I 
' to correſpond with his amourous J# 
| falicitations, and to take him into ]# 
 aconjugal Society. And why may |! 

| Wwe not be fo wiſe, in reference to Þ 
the 'Tryals of God, whoſe love to | 
us 1s as the Sun to the ſpark of | 1 3 

. - our AfﬀeCGion to him? Let us but} 1 
truſt to him, and give him leave 

(as Imay fay) to ule his picafurg 2 

mgm onde anda 
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| 3nd no queſtion, but the excellent 
gl Oyl of his afflictive reproofs, will 
9 not only not break our head, but Pra mo 
$9 heal both our whole bodys and 5: 
Wa ſouls too. In the mean time haſt 
Vu | we. to Our duty To waiting the &- 
© vent; And ſo proceed we on 
ol 2. 'To the Seaſon 'and Op ppor: 
i tunity | of both the ſaid duties.” 
UW The Word refer very clearly 
Wa! to both, and that three Heveral 
9 al 


Ti To Bliphas his alſeions 
who admoniiſtes. 


2. To Fob S ſtate of AﬀliQti= 


Oll. 


3: To the ſpace of Jobs life, 
or ' this interim of Morta- 


| good Man was. earneſt with his 
Friend to. chooſe the better Part. 
The word in. the ZZebrew (ut? 


_ lity. w 
1 " x'T6 Eliphaz his affection. The 
Y Wt 


+ * uh 


| Gerbilent q at hoc ſci zunk, as St: AT. f 
{aid, when he little uriderſtood the 
. brew) tis Na, and it ſignifies as! i 
well 7 pray, as Now And fo Tun] 
and Trem. renders it, Aſucſce-queſo,Þ 
 Acquaint thy ſelf, T pray. Andthis 
Interpretation bears not 1o ſtrange 
. a diſproportion to the other, as at} 
_ the firſt glance it appears. For s | 
what we make an earneſt motion 
for, (without any reſtrition of 
time) we mult be conſtrued to de 
fire its accompliſhment, as ſoon asf 


t 
$ 
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may be, even preſently, Now; and 


what we are 1o ſpeedy 1 iIN;@Wem 1! 
_ be. interpreted to be affectionately 
eager in purſuit after : And this 
was the condition.of this good mans} 
- Spirit, he. was very earneſt with] 
Fob to bethink himſelf of his Du-; l 
ties to God. And from hence, by ! | 
the by, we may obſerve, l; 
Obſerve, .. That good men have a Zealous| 
deſire after the Spiritual welfareJj 
of others, and fo .much we find} 


-1n the Royal Prophet, Pſal, GI. "rnd 
An 


(4) 


W.! And fo much we ages ts ou? 
my concern from many parts of Holy 


all Writ, as Gal. 6. 19. As we have op- 
Well Portunity, let us do good to all Men. 
wa'.Y ca, the Phyloſopher could ſay, 
Ll That there are two things wherein 
#9 men did in a ſpecial manner -com- - 
Eg) municate in a likeneſs with 'the 
yl | Gods, dard; eU*ly 4 ivegy2]ciy ro ſp eak the N 
WA truth, and to be Chari . and 
;.tor which (aid Ariſtotle) ' 2 Ematy- 
7 E145) GAAG warael) opts, We do nor {o 
v9 much commend men, as pronounce” 
18 them bleſſed. Now, there is a dif- 
Wl ferent work of Charity ; - that which 
£9) reſpes the Body, and that which. | 
p08 conduceth to the welfare 'of the 
WH Soul; and this is the chiefeſt point 
09! of Charity, and is that which the 
wy! Apoſtle more particularly {peaks of 
Wa x Theſ. 5. 14. Warn them that are 
ol Wl unruly, comfort the feeble minded, 
#| fupport the Weak, &c. Andas there 
is this difference of Charities, ſo 
are. there different relations among; 
men to whom we are more ciPect- 
ally 


Fe 


(48). 
ally concerned to take pains with? 


| inthe faid ſeveral kinds of Charis! 
ty: Weare ("Tis true) to aim ab 


__ and endeavour the Spiritual well- | 


fare of all Men, as far as we can 
but there are degrees of Brethren 
that do more eſpecially oblige 
our care, As Brethren-by Grace, byy 
Place, and by Race; ſich that is 
as are our fellow Chriſtians by ProÞ 
feſlion, and ſuch ariong them as 
are our Neighbours, and ſuch aÞ 
are our Kindred ; which if we have : 
not a ſpecial regard to (and that] 
as well in the Charity of Ghoſtly] 
 Counſeland Inſtruction, of Admoni-ÞF| 
tion and Conſolation as otherwiſe) 
'we deny the Faith, and are worle 
than Infidels. 1 7m. 5.8. And this} 
(truly) is that which 4 ſome meny 
- to bold, yet honeſt attempts. And this 
is that which alſo may encourage 
all, that may think meet to labour} 
in ſuch a cauſe, that by the expeA"Þ 


_ ed fruit of ſuch their care, Theys 


ſhall Zi as s the Brig of rhe! 


Firms: J 


ts) 


| FRY and as the Stars fors 
ever, Dan. 12. 3. But Proceed we | 
2. To the other way that the 


ll word [Now] may have reference to, 
md and that is, to Jo/'s ſtate of Ads 


Wd verſity. ' No ow, 'That is, whileſt the 
ll Rod o God is upon thee, take the 
#7 opportunity to come in to the Al- 
£2 mighty. Now hear the Rod: of 


el God, AE who hath appointed it, 


6 Mich, 6.9. We muſt beware, that. : 


| the fire of our affliction. do not ..- 
| harden our hearts, as it did Pha- . 


7aobs, but rather, that if put us to 
the ſweat of Repentance, and canſe. 


£9 the filthy humours. of fin to eva- 
gl porate, and paſs to the Prince of 
T4 the Aire from whence they come. 
#9 Io come into God at ſuch a time 


Jl 2s this, is (doubtleſs) the greateſt ; 
7 N glory to Divine Grace that may 
£0 be, when it appears, that nothing 


= can diſcourage us from our fove 


and Obedience to him. And we 


= find the Royal Prophet making his 
{6 bail of El, Pat. L119. FI. The 
E, 


Proud | 


CTY 


\ Proud have Yall me ard F 4:4 
 rifion, yet have I not declined front} i] 
thy Law, and ver. Tas 75 rouble and} 
anguiſh have taken bolt on me, yet 
_ thy Commandments are m delighes]] | 
Stich as then keep in With ther 
- God when he falls out with then 
manifeſt the moſt affectionate adY 
herency to him, And grace'in*them i 
- becomes (at | ſuch a time) a glory; 
both to God, 4nd to . chetiſelves} 

' Ronan t St. Chr yſaſtons thierefore (ſpeaking 
of Jobs quiettieſs of Spirit, whileltÞ 
he fat upon. the Dunghilt) fayesl 1 
Iſs Yap «7P.; nauegs Ec fu beers nadir] i 
p16 Parnave, Gr. That a Prince up*1| 
on his T, hroye appears not with thath [ 
S plendour, that Job did whilſt hel 
fat in the diſt. . And tethinksÞ 
every Piolis," fidinble and'quiet ſpi-F 

 rited Perſon” (Whileſt ander trou-] 
bles) does by his accidental fail-F 
. "ings and infirmities, as 'the Sunf 
does by 1ts ſpots, whichi it hides'by] 
the luſtre of its own Beams: Such #] 
man obſcures them both from the] 
| fight 


fight of God and man, by the glory 
of his patience. Neither God nor man Numb. 
do behold iniquity an. ſuch Hearts. 2325+ 
. 3- The word, Now, may refer 
to the {pace of Tobs life, And thus - 

It may have a double AſpeQ,. Firſt, 


0 upon: the time paſt in Fob's Life ; 
ng and ſo Fliphaz did as much as fay, 
my Acquaint thy ſelf with God, Now, 
and be at Peace Now, For hitherto 
you have ſeemed too iſhametully, 
to diſhonour him, and to ſtand -at 
_ diſtance from him, by. too ſinful 
and paſſionate a behaviour. . Arid 
thus (indeed) everyone of us may 
ſpeak 'to our ſelves and fay, "Tis 
high time for us Now to bethink | 
_ our ſelves. of a return to God, 
-whom we have ſo much offended, 
and whom we ſhould have remem-. 
bred, by a conſtant obedience from 
the very firſt time. of. the Exerciſe 
of our reaſon, Eccleſc3 21. Secondly, 
The word Now may have an aſpect 
9 upon. the time ro come-of Fod's 
gy Life. Ando -Eliphaz might wiſh 
—_ RES him 


on 4 

him to haſten his acquainting hinz-' Þ 
ſelf with God, and to be at Peace, 2 
whileſt he had an opportunity, and 4 
that he had a ſpace of time for- ;|| 
his return to him ; and for the do- Þ 
ing of his facred pleaſure, towards 4 

' an eternal Life. _ For this [vterim Þ 
_ of Mortality is- (as the Father faies) | 
Tempus preſftitutum paenitentig, the 1 

_ only time allotted for our reconci- Þ 
| Hation and acquaintance with God. | 
And therefore procraſtination is F 
horribly dangerous, - and that in x 
two regards, For if upon preſimp- Þ 

_ tion ofa ſpace, 'to get in with God, 
before our departure out of. the 'ÞÞ 

| World; we continue in a courſe of Þ 
ſin, we may thereby contract ſich. Þ 
a ſtubborn habit of fin, as will be 1 

. as difficult to retract, as for an 14 
Ethyopian to change his Skin, Sc. | 
Jer. 13. 23.- and then our Repen- 'Þ 
tance will be next to an impoſli- -; 
bility, and without -it there is no 7 
Salvation, and what man in Is” 
right wits will run fuch a i Þ 


Py —_— : C ot 
. s . 
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i Ch 
{ ful hazard of damnation? But this 
' Isnot all, for if a man puts off his 
return to God, upon preſtmption 
= of his Favour, when he cries him 
&*, mercy upon - his Death-bed, and 
| then it pleaſes God to deny him + 
the priviledg of being a Clznick, but 
is {wept away by the hand of 
Death, before he be fit, to die; * 
What then? Why, then there re-- 
maines no more. Sacrifice for ſin, 
but a fearful looking for of Judg- 
ment and fiery Indignation, Heb. 
' Io. 26- And ſo he paſles ex texe- - 
pris in tenebras, out of the darkneſs 5,, 4,,, 


Pl 
po 
: 


of his ſins into the utter Darkneſs 
of eternal miſery: And alas! What 
is our time. here, but as-an uncer- 
tain vapour ? and as nothing 1s. ſo 
certain as death, ſo nothing ſo un- 
| ' certain as the time when: And 
therefore whuleſt it is called to day, 
let us be working an acquaintance 
and cloſure with God : the night of 
| death may come, when no-man _ 
can work, Joh, 9. 4- Andif we -q 
EL _ = tius 


- 


CY 


this our day; paſs; Not all the cries 


and tears of Eternity will ſerve 


our turn, no.not Purgatory (if there: | 
_ were ſuch a thing”) would (it ſeems). Þ 
| do our bufineſs, when we die Im- 1 


penitent. For as the Tree falls fo: 


it lies, Eccleſ. 11. 3. and as death } 
leaves us, 10 fudgment will find ÞF 


:. = Wd Well then (my dear Brethren) 


whileſt the day of our life remains, x 
let us acquaint our ſelves with God;. 
and glorifie | him with . 6ur pati- .Þ 
ence, ' and fo be ready even Now, | 
Þoth. to do and ſuffer all his bleſſed F 
Mind and Will, and that with all ? F 
faithfulneſs. and conſtancy. And I 


| thereby Good ſhall come unto us. And -} 


ſo 1, come | 1 
ing and ſuffering Gods will. There- Þ 


| . by Good, &c. 


- Job brings in the Wicked (chap. '] 


21. 15.) faying thus, What is the 1 


Almighty, that \we ſhould ſerve him, 1 


or what profit ſhall we have, if ws | 
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pray unto him 2 Now this 6 cn oy 
God (it ſeems) was grounded upon 
- the incquality and unjuſineſs (as 
they thought) of his providential 
_diſpenfations. For whereas great 
_ afflictions ſeemd the portion of 
Wt good. men, the moſt notoriouſly , = 
WE wicked were not plagued like them, 
WT butasfor them; They take the Tim- 
brel aud” Harp, and rejoyce at. the 
ſound of the Organ, and ſpend their 
dayes in wealth, become old, and are 
mighty in power, and their ſeed is 
eſtablſhed in their fight. ver. 7, 8, 
'9, T0, I1. Now therefore (ſay they) 
Tf the condition of bad men be ſuch, 
why ſhould we be good 2 And (in- 
deed) the like opiniort had almoſt 
tript up the feet of the Royal Pro- 
phet, Pſal. 73. 2. Whenhe law the 
wicked” in proſperity, and himſelf 
plagued, and chaſtred every morning, 
ver. 12.14. And thus, good man !. 
was he confoundedin his thoughts, 
- till he went into the Sanctuary, and 
then, he underſtood their end, an]. 
2, 


C3 


(56 2 1 
manner of hisdiſpenſations, ver. 17. Þ 
As'to the Wicked, God's way al- Þ 
wayes was, 1s, and will be, to in- I 
vite and incourage their return to | 
him, by his mercy in -temporals ; Þ 
for ſo St. Paul told the Jews, That KW 
God 4d. not leave himſelf without. y 
witneſs, that is, without an Evi- ÞÞ 
| dence of Mercy and Goodneſs to | 
_ lead men to repentance, # that he Þ 
did good, and filled their hearts Þ 
with food and gladneſs, Ad. 14. 17. ÞÞ 
And if men prove ungrateful, and Þ 
williully abuſe the goodneſs of God, Þ 
and chuſe (as ſome men do) this F 
deluſion from the Devil, and that 
is, to belive that where God af. Þ 
fords the. kindneſs of ſuch tempo- | 
ralabundance, there they may pre- . A 

ſume of a further kindneſs, and that 5 
is, to have liberty to ſin with im- 
punity, but when men' come to that 
height of preſumption, then God 1 
caits-them into a deſtruftion, as F 
ver. 16. before my text. For when © | 


Lo mnt © 
ichey had ſo ungratefully ſind againſt 
WmGod, notwithſtanding he filled their _ 
Wl ZZouſes with good things, he over- ..,, 
Wen threw the Foundatzon 4 them with a 
Wl. Flood. And (indeed) the grea. 
WHiter God's kindneſs is to men, the 
Wl creater is their offenſe, and conſe- 
$39 quently. their puniſhment, when 
Wa\they abuſe or not improve that 
pp goodneſs, Amos. 3.2. "Tis very -1c- 
9 markable, ' That Menippus Un Lu- 
Wa cans Dialogues) is. brought in, . 
$M making a report of the different” 
14? ſtate of men - 1n Hell, thus, £% Mops 
| þ Wt ooyng Haytros rover, Avn31]ab ag * Wale 
| 0M! zeoy ongsptvor; That, rich men howl 
I the louder there, by how much 
Wm! they loſt the greater enjoyments 1n . 
9 the world. And truly, by how much 
Wl more of Mercy men do experience 
$9! from God here, and uſe it not bus 
9! to the diſhonour of the great Bene- 
Wl factor, by ſo much is their future 
Wl miſery the greater ; but now, as to 
Wl ſuch, as acquaint themſelves with 
[| God, and are ready to do ang ſuts 
= —=== 
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(53) 
for his Will, and have a mind 1 to 
improve: his favours to the glory! 


of his name, good ſhall come untoj 
them. ng and indeed a three! 4 
— fold Ss 2 redounds to they s, 


x. A Tempo ral... 


2.A Spiritual, and 
E7 An Eternal. 


= ET, A Temporals ood befills Hand 1 


of which they have A comfortable 
DS nce two wayes. 


. Becauſe their way. or courſe 


dies take, in their endeavours t q | 


find out and do the Will of Gouy 
and to cloſe with him. in a conf 
- tentednels._ with © all” his provi 


dences: Their courſe (I ſay) Has 1 


its ſelf a dire& tendency, and inf 
fluence into ſuch an effect. "As, by 


ſuch mens temperance, Induſt rys 
prudent confidence and quietne}y 


of ſpirit, in the fear and love vl 


BH 
RS 


their God, they preſerve and aug 


Went their. Temporal Eſtates 
| whereas | 


(59). Ws 
if whereas a luſtful Prodigality, dle- 
it neſs, and .a puſillanimous diftruſt 

Wand a fuming revengeful Spirit, ' 
vj and that (perhaps). but for ſome 
Eimall treſpaſles) brings all to ruine 

* f nd confuſion : even bad men out of 

delf intereſt, and the -pleaſing pro 

| = . of good mens Fidelity, In- 
pl uſtry and Honeſty, will be ready 

' oF o truſt ind w» employ them. Nay, 
1 hen in 'the glaſs of ſuch good _ 

1! bt: ens Virtuous : Diſpoſitions, they . 
/' iſcern their Divinity and Allance. 
x o the Holy God, they have oft a 

Efcar and a trembling upon them, 

Wnd fo will not dare to offer any 

Uhich affronts and cruelties tothem : 

g# WFor even natural reaſon (unleſs ac- 

a Wcidentally diſturbed by ſome ille- 
| vitimate, wild, Phanatick and Jew- 

5} Tealotifin {1 even that will re- 

WM ftrain the fury of Wicked men : 

Wl And to this ſenſe, that of the Pfal- 

Wy miſt is interpreted, Plal. 149. 8. 

Wil 7 hey ſhall bind Kings it Chains, ant 

| Nobles in Fetters Fe Tron. That 1 

it 0 


Has FI ſhall not be able to hurf 
them ; Nay, through the amiable] 
neſs and beauty of Godly Mens 
Holy frame and practiſe, (as i | 

their Humility, Meekneſs, Peacea 
bleneſs, Temperance, Charity and 
Patience, Oc.) even bad Men anop 
Tyrants, will be won into a reve 
rential reſpe& of them. We read| 
That when Alexander came in all 
hoſtile manner to Feruſalem, Faal 
dus the High Prieſt came forth hl 
City, and met him in his Ponrifi 
cals, with the Mitre on his Head 
and the Plate of Gold upon hi 
Forehead, wherein the name OF 


Fehovah was engraven; And A 
Texander fell down proſtrate, an 


adored him: And this he did, ;oll 
ſenſe of his relation to the Glorill 
ous God. Now, Good Men ar 
Maid to be Kings and Prieſts to th#Þ 
Living God. Rev. 1.5. And they 
alſo appear ſo to. men that ars 
but rational, yea, they - appeal 
(as Elem: Alexandwy has it) "as boil 


Il & oag%] mermnir]es,. as fo many gods C7t.Cam 
Wl © walking in Human. Fleſh: and well” 
then, may Princes pay them a 

Wl Veneration. "Tis faid of Felix, 
47. 24.25. That when he heard 

St. Paul reaſoning of Righteouſneſs 
wand Temperance, and the Judg- 
MY ment to come, he trembled ; that 
Wallis, that he not only received the 
We Meſſage of God: fo, but received - 
at. Paul, as the Corinthians did Titus, 
with Pear and Trembling, .z Cor. 
«ml 7. 15--and ſo he ſet St. Paul at It- 


Wu berty; Thus, Good Men by the 

WH Power alſo of ther Holy Converſa- - 
$91tion become prevalent orators, yea, .. _ _ 
WM Plas valet vite quam lingua teſtimo= para. © 
fl »ium, Men by their Sweet, Afﬀable, | 


[ 


ae Temperate, Chaſt, Prudent, . and 


wm Pious Examples, are far more Ef- 
#9 tectual Preachers than ſuch as have- 
WH attaind only a concionatory Art, 
Hand they ſhall have more reſpe&t 
WH trom others. Andas men that are 
WH but-rational will have a kindneſs 
Witor ſuch, (though they themſelves 


huh; 


. 1 diſorderly) ſo much more wil 
| Men' of Gods acquaintance, out ol 
the more. intimate love that the J 
| have for . God; whoſe -Friend{hif 
and acquaintance they are ambitt 
-ous of :. They '(to be ſure) liked 
and affect | likeneſs of that Goo 
-inſuchgood Men; whereas (on. | 
contrary): Brutiſh and Incorrigibl4 
Parkin will be the Scorn, Co] 
| tempt and Derifion of the who} | 
World... But ©  -: bs 
2, Aſſurance of temporal advai 
res and enjoyments may be COF 
| Tetted from the gracious Promiſe 01 
; re ghty, as x Tim. 4. 8. An 
. our: Saviour fayes, Firſt ſeek ti 
- ingdom of God, and all things ſhalt 
be added to you, Matth, y) 337 
where (yer) By A/ things, we mu 
. underſtand that dimenſaum, or necelF 
fary portion for our maintainancy 
which our Saviour, in his Form of 
Prayer, calls Our daily Bread, ſucl þ 
a ſupply,” as the Diſciples were 10} 
difhdently folicitous for, wer. 3 x: 


Now 1 


(6) 


#| Now: of: theſe" thirigs we may (by 
I! virtue-of Gods- promiſe) more bout 
WM tainly. expect a competency,..as 2 
fruit of our honeſt and warrantable 
Ml fabours,- than When we do wir, - : 
lor. are over anxiouſly 'claborats*%n 
(| Purſuit: after then. As to any 'ſe- 
9. cular great. aburndamce and ſupet-+ 
Auity, * 'we- have no abſolute pro- 
Wl miſe of; thought 6ftimes God does 
WW gLve 1” "ack' 4” Yate '< oy KevPard- ve, 
M with'a ſecret hahd-” for fiich ends 
4 as he -in' his Wiſdorn and Mercy, 
#4! may think meet” Bit that we have 
F:9 110-abfolute: proftife thereofis very 
wh clear, no nor yer havewean abſolute 
Ml promiſe. of -2- onſtant ſupply of 
Wal bodily neceſſaries;' and this "Falls 
gl our, "becauſe Gn "the firſt place) 
ml we. hive here no continuing City, 
#4 4nd nothing is therefore abſolutely 
WH promiſed, but what 'may conduce 
9 to the obtaining of that ſtate, which 
# 09! is the great purclaſe of 'our Savi- 
W 'ours Blood. And we find, That a 
ſ *oporal Supply is is not. abſolutely 
> reqUIL 
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( te at all times thereto; For the 

very pooreſt may be the moſt ric { 
in grace, and - grace 18 a certain in4 
gagement of: Glory. Then again 
God may pleaſe to throw us ung 
der want, either as a ſcourge foff 
{ome fin, and fo the better to re 
mind us. of our duty, or for a trya 


of our patience, toglorifie his grace 
-whereto: he may deſign to apporti 
'on the greater degree of Glory ; 74 1 
thus far will the. Divine Pronuſe. 
'Temporals be made good, That hi 

will. fo concur with his Bleſſing 
upon our honeſt and faithful ended 411 
vours, that they ſhall not want 5 

due reward « fr either God--wit 

give us what we labour for, Foll 
maliter in the: thing it ſelf, or Yi 
| tualjter in ſomething as good, Hl] 
Eminenter, in what .is far bettergl 
' Such a condition, that is, as ma 


procure us an. eternal Happincly ol 
So that this we may be ſure of, tl 
we ſhall reap a plentiful rewargl 
for our honeſt pains, in our ſever® 
Vocational 


[ Vocations, And all He ſhall fall 
Wl 07 for the beſt to them that ſo love 
MI God as to be mindful- of their du- © 
9 ties tohim, Row. 8. 28. And in this 

WI ſenſe, thoſe particular promiſes that 
= ZEl/iphaz ſpeaks of, in the we 
f | quent verſes; ſhall infallibly b 
© made good. "And this we are alſo. 

4 | ſure of, That the little that 'the 
f Righteous have, ſhall be better, than _ 
Wl he Riches - of - many Wicked, Pal. 

JZ7. 16. Forg though. they, may 
ſometimes have but little, and are 

] made to fit low, they will yet be 

| richly warm, in'the {cnſe of Al- 
| mighty God, their loving Friend 
| and Acquaintance his Care to pros 
«| vide for them in the moſt advanta- 
Wi gious manner: Yea, and the very 
Wl hope (whereot they have a moſt 
wy certain ground) of a future King- 
WH) dom of Glory, ſhall be. even it Math. 
2 this life an hundred fold a better 1g. 2g. 
Wy Eſtate, than the richeſt worldly 
Wl Prince enjoy upon theEarth-:; & fo 
| Tuch as are of Gods Acquaintance; 
SA | R.......--ya6 
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_ that mdkioont to underſtand hin | 
in hisBleſſed Willand Wayes, and'Þ 
cloſe with him in a due Conformi-} 

ty to his Commands; ſhall not on-} 
ly have a competent bodily ſuc-| |: 


cour (unleſs a gracious purpoſe off 


£5 God for a greater good prevent 


 buteven (whileſt they live) a Spi 


_befall them, by the wiſe diſpenſ 


which 1s _ 
2: The other kind of good that] 


comes to them ; For if AfMiQtion! 


ritual reward {hall rej) them | 
1 


[ 


tions of God, they may happily] 
learn his Will, and be ; ond 10] 


apply themſelves to Obedience, and! 
{o ſee,by that, their intereſt in Chriſt] 


x John 3.13. Anda reflex thereof 
may be a vaſt recreation and joy] | 
to their Spirits, Rows, 5. 2. and 


1 Pet.i.S. Such a Joy, as may coun; 
rervail all the preſent ſorrows , 


this life, and fach among us mayÞ 
fit quietly aud contentedly in conf 
' templation of Gods Mercy, in re-1 


ference to a Bleſſed future ſtate: Or;1 
| | | 1s X 1 


Fry 


if an outward oroſjerons Rate befall 
ſuch, they may alſo ſweetly and 
comfortably poſſeſs themſelves with 

| . a ſight of his Care of, and Kindneſs 

Wa - to them, from whom every ſuch 
= good Gift comes, and ln to JaT-17, 
= praiſe his Sacred Name; making 
© melody in their hearts to the Lord. 
And doubtleſs, (as David. ſayes) 
| . Great Peace have they that keep thy 
| Law, and nothing ſhall offend them, 
Pſal. 19.165. Every {mall occur- 
rent of ill ridings or trouble put - 
ſuch as are ſtrangers to God, and 
Enemies by wicked Works, to di- 
_fſtraing frights, and ingulte them 
= in a deſpair of Divine Providence, 
wg and ſo provoke them to Charge F 
BE God fooliſhly, and fo are at their Job 1-2 
WY wits end, and {eek all rhe diver-_ 

MW ſions they can, to ſtave off the re- 
 membrance of God : As. Cain, that 
wicked one, diverted to the build: 
inp of Cities, Gen.4.17. Saul ſought 

| to allay his . troubled conſcience 
with Muſick, x Sam. 16.22, And. 


ÞF 2 we 


I 1 
we read' of the RomanVtellins, that | 
he fought to drown his ſorrows F 
"1- the bow les of Intemperance. 7 
And thus guilty-conſcienced men, } 
are put to great diſtractions. And Þ 
_ « they happen too, to make a-very 
unhappy courſe their refuge for: Þ 
eaſe, a courle that (after a ſhort Þ 
{pace) augments their trouble ; For Ji 
when they ſeek an alleviation by ' FJ} 
intemperance, or any unwarranta- Ji 
ble- and wicked courſes, they make, ]! 
their troubles but ar/etare to go 1 
back like a Ram, and then aſſault Þ 
with amoreperplexing violence.But 'F 
now, as for good men that deſire: ' 
and endeavour after an acquain- Þ 
- &ance with God, no evil tidings 
make them deſpondently. afraid, 
Por their heat is fixed truſting in the 
Lord, Pſal,112.7. And whileſt they 
lit in ſolitude, and are a wonder- Þ 
"Ment to- others; they find event | Þ 
- farbetter, and more fatisfying plea- ' Þ 
lures, than others do in their ſport- 
ful rapges over the Mountains. al” 'Þ} 
=— E "ter 1 


(693: -- 
ter their beloved quarries. Tis, - 
true (indeed) that ſome good Mens. - 
' melancholy thoughts, and their too _. 
dreadful reflexes upon a miſappre- | 
hended Wrath from God, are as. 
ſo many diſmal Clouds that in- 
terpoſe between the glorious Sun 
of Righteouſack and them, and at 
 Jome times Eclipſe the rayes of 
comfort from them, {o as they are 
Teady to break forth with David, 
and alſo Davias Lord too, and ſay, 
J 247 God, My God, Why has Thou 
td Forſaken me, Plal. 22. 1. Matth. 
dM 27. 46. But yet when ſuch Pious 
Mens afflictive temptations are once 
over (as ſometimes they are) and 
| that they recover the light of the | 
Sun, then they do as the. three | 
WW Levarntine Princes did, when they 
regained a ſight of their Star, which 
al diſappeared, they rejoyce with Matth.. 
| the 'more exceeding oreat Joy, a * © 
| joy that recompences their lols, 
The Friends of God in their light- 
| fome interval, 7 Tao: ejoyce Dith 


F 3 19, 


4 up 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory,” 

1 Pet. 1. 8. a Joy that fatisfy for 
tie trouble, and helps them much 
onward of their Journey, to a | 
fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſures for e- Þ 


 vermore, P/al. 16. 11. Andin this ij 
regard, they are the happieſt Men Jt 
in this preſent. World ; But then, be-. |] 
ſides their preſent felicity, in thoſe 

Soul-raviſhing ſecret whiſpers they Þ]! 
hear from the third Heaven of J! 
Fell done thou good and Faithful |: 
Servant, enter into thy Maſters Foy,] 

Matih. 25.21. They have this to || 
recompence all their ſorrows, 'and - ]! 
wipe away. their tears with; and || 


that 1s, that rhey have that ſame 
inheritance incor; -uptible and-undefi- 


x Pet-1.4 led,. and that fadeth not away reſer- : 
| "oe 1 Heaven for them, And fo | 
'  3- The good that comes unto [| 
ſuch iserernal, A good (though be- || 
yond human comprehenſion, yet) of.F 
which we may have a comfortable | 
All lurance two wayes. 
[+ by the Promiſe of a wit, | 
Merci. 


. ———— rg YO OIS Er Yr aA TInIrr—s nmr — _ 
M—— 
» - 
_ £ br 
Y | ” 4 by p _— = 
. gw —a . 
4 C g : 
- — pn—— _ = - 
* m_ RE at 
" _ > _ —_ —_— _ my _ — o m_ 
- . wt * p 
oe ee er ene Pg EY RW PRI ouole orkiote 6 ne) 
mY . 
% " 


7 mr 
Merciful and Powerful God; in re- 
terence to which, we find the immu- 


_ tability of his Counlel two wayes ; 
By his Word and by his Oath, 
Heb. 6. 18. And, that we might for 
|| our conſolation fee the firength of © 
mz this Oath, "Tis ſaid, iproirevoay Fore, 

a he interpoſed with an Oath : And 
ay whom {hould he interpoſe, but 


himſelfin his Son, WWho.zs the brig ht- 


Wl neſs of his Glory, and expreſs Image 


of his Perſon.? Heb. 1. 3. Now, be- 


_ cauſe the Almighty could ſwear 


by no greater, and that his belo- 
ved Son took upon him our nature, 


&Y and in it offerd up his precious 


Soul and Body as a ſufficient facrt 


fice for our ſins, and that his me- + 


rits' are #nfinit valoris, of an infi- 


© Nite value, we may not. deſpair, 


but undoubtedly believe, that the 
higheſt tate of happineſs imagina- 


| ble does -awayt his acquaintance 


and redeem'd ; and fo let no man 
wonder, That ſuch an eternal ex- 


|  ceeding weight of Glory (a thoue 


L420 


OY 


{nd times beyond the olittering 


Pomp of earthly Kingdoms) ſhould 


be the portion of poor men, upon 
their preſent Dunghuls: of miſery; 


For God baving oven tous hjs Son, 


how [ball be Ws allo with him frees j ; 


give us all things ? Rom. 8. 32. 


2. Good men of Gods Acquain: © | 
tance, may have a comfortable aſ- 'Þ 
ſmence of ſuch a bleſſed and hap- Þ 
py Itate, by that capacity and fit- 
' nefs, that an- holy Acquaintance 
with God has for and' to ſuch -a 


ftate as that of Heaven is. Suck 


as by the holineſs of their lives,-do :: 


walk here with the Holy One 
of 1/racl, may expeCt to fit toge- 


ther with him Ba Heavenly pla- 


ces, Epheſ. 2. 6. - "The Pflalmiſt 


| 1ayes, Holineſs gs thy Fonfe |} 


for ever, Plal. 9 "Þ It bears a 


decorous and Gemiy correſpon- 
dency with the Santtity of Gods 


ry Arbrg Take we it either 1n 


Teference to the Conſecrated Hou- 


&y of God a the Earth, Or- 11} 


reference © | 
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reference: to his Family, the Church 


and Society ofhis People : Holynels 


belongs to, or is in them, as in its 
proper and. peculiar ſeat. We laſh 
Doggs out of SanQtuaries, and we 
ſuffer not the profane and ſcanda- 


of unclean Perſons : but truly-pi- 


Wa! ous and good Men, are fit for the 
WW Church of God below, and alſo 
WI for that which is above ; a place 
WM ſutable to their holy Rate and con- 
WM dition. Wicked Men and Stran- 
W gers to God, are no more. fit for 


the Mountain of Spices, where the 


A Holy Jeſus ſits, Cart..8. 14. than © 


Swine are for the Perfumes of 4- 
rabia, whether (it ſeems) when _ 
ſome Merchants have tranſported ; 


Wl them, they have preſently died : 


And ?*tis death to unclean and brui i- 


| tiſh Perſons, to dwell in a place of + 


Fhaſ and rational plealures; they: 
are. 


[M! lous to communicate of the privi- . 
= ledges and dainties of Gods Houſe, 
W but we Excommunicate and thruſt | 
WE them out among their own Tribe 


(740 


are rather for a Mahumetan and4 
ſenſual Paradice. But the true Ser-# 
vants and Friends of God are for 
a Communion and SOCIety with® 
- the Holy Cne. The Spiritual Soul} 
(as the-Poet could imagine) is forY] 
a ſtate, wherein jt may be waxes] 
piochcion Voir, 1N company with the 
| Gods, and is for a bearifical Viſion At 
| of the Diety, and the pleaſure of 
a Divine and Holy Love. Now;!ll 
ſuch as are {o Heavenly inclined,; 
. may refle& upon their temper, and: 
look upon themſelves, as fit heirs! 
of the Celeſtial Habitation. - For, || 
'tis not poſlible, that ſuch holy] 
endowments, as are beſtow'd upon It 
ſuch men, ſhould be with any de- | 
ſign to have the Doxees thrown in- {| 
to Hell. ?*Tis not poſhble that | 
ſuch as are created a new in Chrift Þ 
Teſus,' and have their Communion | 
with him here in ſubſtantial Holi- I 
neſs (though perhaps in ſome \Y 
cumftantial affairs, they ſeem not. | 
+ Orthodox) 'Tis impoſſible (I 


6 | 


Heſiod. 


| H fa). That. ſuch innocent; well- 
mg ncaning, humble, honeſt-hearted 
S cople, that are alſo as parts and 
Portions of Chriſt, ſhould not be 
' lenzth where the Head of ſuch 
0.7 a Sacred and Myſterious Body is, 
Wl Tohn je 3s: 10 impoſſible The 
Waithem to be thrown into Hell, for 
Wilithen there muſt be our dear Gavi- 
Wilour too, and ſo Heaven muſt be 
Wal turn'd into Hell. No, Such there- 
WY fore as are ſenſible of ſuch Holy 
Wl Inclinations, and ſincere deſires in 
1 them, to know God and to ſerve - 
Wl him the beſt way that they can, 
h I and have capacity for, without ei- 
1 | ther over-weeningly relying upon 
(| their own judgments, or preſum- 
| ing upon their own Dignity or 
gl deſert with God, but (after an ho- 
"fl ly manner) relying upon the Me- 
VU rits of the Son of God, and walk- 
Wal ing (to the beſt of their know- 
le ledg) in his wayes: Such (I fay) 
Wl may comfortably aſſure Ks ey 
Wl! that Heaven 1s 5 their center, and 
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kat of happineſs. Ang now then,Þ 
 - if ſo much good comes to them; 
that acquaint themſelves with theÞ 

_ Almighty,andare at peace, and take} 

- all the Divine Providences in goodÞ 
part, fo asto havea temporal, ſpi-R 


ritual, and an eternal happineſs, 
this then may be matter, ih 


E 
Z 
7 
i 


x. Of Reprehenſion to many.Þ| 
2, Of Commendation to ſome 
3- Of Conſolation to others. 3h 
4. Of Exhor tation to all. ; 


1. OfReprehenſion to many; and? 

thoſe are ſuch as by a willful re-} 
fuſing of Acquaintance and Friend-; | 
{hip with God, and oppoſing the'Þ 
Grace of Evangelick Ordinances, 
{ſubmit to the deluſion and capti-'Þ 
vity of the Prince of Darkneſs, and} 
1nvolve themſelves in a diſmal A-# 
byſs of Miſery. *Tis but rational'Þ 
for men in all their Deſignes and; 
 Enterprizes, to aim at an advan-:} 
tage ro themſelves : but theſe men'} 
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SORT 7” Ne Ys 
J: {ſeem to ſtudy their own miſchief 
mg: and confuſton. Nay, ſome are ſo 
9! lopt in ignorance, by their willful 
wt neglect of the falutary means of: a 
a9 Divine and true knowledsg, that 
am; they think there is. no God at all - 
yt to be acquainted with, Such the 
Wt Pſalmiſt calls Fools, P/al.14. 1x. The 
Ba Fool bath ſaid in his heart, there is 
4/29 God, It muſt be a great bold- 
pm neſs for. men to ſay ſo with their 
© tongue only, but they are more 
1: Fools that fay ſo in their heart. Me- 
8 thinks, the Apoſtles character of 
Zlome men fits them well, where 
" j | he ſpeaks of d.v9ewnor & 707 0t, unreaſ{o- 
Wl nable men, 2 Thef. 3. 2. That is (as 
9 the word ſignifies) men out of the 
gl place and rank: of men, vagrants 
WI trom all rhe Topicks of reaſon, the 
Wl ablurdity of whoſe imaginations. _ 
Wl luit not with the common appre- 
Wil henfion or | genius - of mankind, 
| Others again there are, made 10 
=! lilly by their voluntarily Wicked 
KR: Life and eſtrangment from God ; 

M _— That: 


bo 


WEN ] 
That Ghowgh they believe a Died 
ty, which they find by the pull 
of their own conſcience) they ye 
neither like his|will nor his wayesf 

and fo out of a diſcontented hu] 
' mour give themſelves over to all 
ſenſuality and Bruitiſh Pleaſure | 
_ andImagine that (notwithſtandioff 
*the common talk of the Chriſtial 
World) there is yet no future ſat? 
of happineſs, But as dieth 1 Bf 
fo dieth a Man, Eccleſ. 3. 19. Thafi 
15 (as ſuch milinterpret) All go r0] 
one place, that is, the duſt, ano} 
that is the fartheſt of both, and { 
(with Epicures) their great and} 
_ only imploy, is to eat and driok| 
and riſe up to Play, for Poſt mor} 
tem aulla, &c. Aﬀter death cher} 
is no pleaſure. Bleſſed God ! HoW 
_extreamly blind axe they that will 
not ſee? Andaccordingly the Hezl 
then Philoſopher gives a ration] 
' Arif? de Account of ſuch, where he ſaye% 
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| 
The preſent En] joyments are ar | 
| | 


OOO” Oy 
| Tore of ſo high account with ſome. 
my becauſe they fee not the future. . 
Wh, And the reaſon why they diſcern 
| mel | them nor, 15, | Thar tne God. of this 
A World (unto whoſe condu&t they 
1 have fold themſelves) 72s blinded 
Wh their minds, left the Light of the 
wlll Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
Wl 1-22e of God, ſhould ſhine unto tnem, 
Wy 2 Cor. 4. 4 And the iſſue of this 
#1: choife and Acquaintance with. our 
ll grand Enemy is (inftead of a plea- 
Jl furable and quier, a ſweet and ſa- 
1 tisfaftory remembrance and en 
= joyment of the Great God) like to - 
Wl be beggary and want, orhowever, 
= inward diftreſſes and tortures, dif. 
tractions and confuſions of Spirit. 
And at length (it may be) the 
only bed they will have to lay 
their. head on, will be the Dun- 
 geon of utter Darkneſs. . Now, if 
luch as theſe be not Fools and . 
Madmen, 1 know not who can 
bs. ' Bur - oO 


.2. What 


ay = 
2. What hath been ſpoken, may | 
"eo matter ofcommendation toſome, Þ 
who defire and endeavour after the }| 
Acquaintance and Friendſhip of} 
God: for all the good hitherto} 
ſpoken of; fall to their lot. And I'Þ 
mould think therefore, that they I 
are Perſons of the wiſeſt and molt Þ} 


5 plauſible Choiſe of any in all the | 


World. Tis (indeed) uſual in the Þ 
World to repute them the only Þt 
| wiſe and crafty perſons, thar can} 
build their Neſfts here on high, as | 
among. the Stars, andfeather them }} 
with the Riches of the Earth, and | 
can ride upon the height of Honour, | 
as upon the Clouds ; But (for my || 
. part) I conceive, that if ſuch bs 1 
reputed the only Crafty Men that | 
confine their thonghts £ {uch ſub- | 
celeſtial and ſublunary affaires, | 
they are as much crafty Fools, as | 
crafty Knaves,: ſeeing their courſe | 

tend ſo much to the deceiving of | 
' themſelves. I ſhould think, that ] 
they are rather moſt to be com- | 
mended, 


, - 
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F | mended ; that can cove them: 
| ſelves a ſeat above the Starrs, and 
 makeſureto themſelves the pleaſures : 
of. the third Heaven, where our Sa- 

gd viour ſits, and can be happy for ever. 
ff Alas! What wall all other Mens 
= fancied - felicity advantage them, 
when they come (as ere long they 
(yt muſt). to leave the Earth : >. We ſee 
Wl (as of late) that Kings die, and = 
WH their Bodies that are 'interr 4-1 iye 
hot lower than the vileſt Creatures that 
WE arc ſtill, but upon the Earth, and- 
9 thoſe Corporeal vehicles of their 
jy heavenly-born Souls may ere long 
$1. be found. in the like condition, with 
WM! the Corps of C "zſar, to which a Roma 
.(  Preztor led St. au guſtine with his 
8 Mother Monica to 2 Os of, which ref er. ipſo 
WH was found tolook of a blew mould, 3 *"s" 
1 the bone of the Noſe bare, the h 
WE fleſh of. the nether lip.quite falleh 
i | off the mouth full of worms, and 
£9 in the Eye-pitts two hungry 
50081. Toads fealting themſelves with the 
rEmanent Fleſh. And God knows 


G--—— 96 


4 
| 
"yl 


the whole World with the Glory J 
of all its Kingdoms paſſes away, 4 
- and the Luſts thereof, x Foh. 2: x74. 1 
 Andalas! How oft does it fall out; 1 
that they, that ſolicitonſly toyl to 1 

| Jade themſelves with thick clay, 
do of a very ſudden, make that 
Earth they ſo much dote upon, their Þ 
Grave! Yea alſo, how oft do they | 
that fare deliciouſly, and make. 2 1 
God of theit bellies, in a very ſhort 'Þ 
ſpace, clog themſelves and nauſe- Þ 
ate their deified dainties, and are Þ 
ſoon at a perplexing loſs for new, Þ 
pleafures! And (perhaps) whert Þ 
all their Divertiſements faile, the Þ 
{ubterraneons wind of their fooliſtr Þ 
imaginations, pent up within the Þ 

' cavern of their earthly-Souls, may. | 
(at the time of their Fs Mrs, NO 


beget horrid quakings and convul-F 
ſions, upon reflex of their ill-ſpent Þ 
life, and their ungrateful abuſe of .F 
Gods Mexrcies. Whereas, ſuch as. ' 
are © piouſly cunning and wile, as 
by a ſivect fellowſhip and acquain- "| 

- ——— + Runes 


tance with God, - and Communion == 

of Holineſs, 7o lay up in ſtore, for 1 TimG« . 

: themſelves a good- Foundation againſt "9 
the time to come,.' that they may lay 


; T iy | X S. 


hold on eternal Life * They !" they 
 Gwhen the hour of their departare | 
comes)::can lift up their Face. to _ 
God; (as Eliphaz ſpeaks. here) and 


- 


fay with good Simeor,. Lord, Now Lk. 24 
letteſt thow thy Servant depart in 9: 
peace ;- for: mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation + And then, ; (ſoon after 
their departure) they are Enthroned 
in the Celeſtial Glory, with, a. 
Crown of Righteouſneſs upon their 
heads; and: then, ' ſoon. after thats 
at the day of Judgment, they ſhall 
hear ſuch miſcreants, (as have made- 

| them their deriſion) juſtifying them,: 
but accuſing themſelyes, laying; 
(as in Wiſdom 5. v. 4,5.) We Fools. 
accounted their Life Madneſs, & their . 
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end to be without honour; But how are 

ll they numbred among; the Children” of 
i God, and their lot is among the Saints 1 

\ . Now then, if ſuch Mens Wiſdom 


G2 can 
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-— _ 
an be: "y Hm to- then; 
_ - Doubtlets, the Wiſdom of the World 'Y 
| 15 but Foolilineſs to it: * Then, A 
3. This that ' has been ſpoken I 


ray be matter of Conſolation to | 


- bthers, that ſit like Job upon the 1 | 
Dunghil of Miſery. : - Let>not ſuch }] 
poor Creatures'as -defire the Knows Þ 


.._ _ Tedgeof God, and to do his Bleſſed | 


- Will, and reſt; contented with his Þ 
SacredPleaſiire;; let them not caſt. } 
themſelves down lower than they- | 
are; with any deſpairing thoughts ] 
of God, and fears of deſertion:"Let- 
them know, that not. any, though | 
the ſharpeſt of Earthly- troubles, ] 
 catibe to them as any judicial arre{t ] 
from God, to throw them into ut» 
ter Darkneſs; - but rather, as a pa- 
ternal and foxderal diſpenſation to | 
refine and - make- they fit, to a- | 
dorne the 'Temple above, as with } 
' Ophirian Gold; Let them look | 
upon their afflictions, asonly beau- } 
 ty-ſpots, and marks of the Lord : 

Jet ſus, oy which they arc marked 
wo | out | 


(85). 


out for Heirs of the Hervey Glo: 
ry : Yea, though they may be ſen 
ſible, thy are buftetted for their 
| own faults, yet becauſe by their - 
| patience and holy deſires of- an a- 
mendment of life, and fincere en- 
| deavours to-bring forth Fruits meet - 
| for Repentance, and by their fa- 
| miliar and conſtantly intimate con- 
| verle and Communion with God, 
8 by cffectual fervent Prayers tohim; ” 
0 eats (1 fay) by 'all this they 
= gloriie Gods Grace, Let them 
SY therefore be aſſured, Thar the Di= 
wg vine Grace will ere long glorifie 
Wl them, in the Manſion of Eternity, 
| where all their Waters. of Marah, 
bY hall be changed into a River of 
= Pleaſures ; for with God is the Foun- Pal. 36. 
Wl tain of Life, and in his Light they 1% _ 
Ml ſhall ſee Light Eternal, And what 
"il _ can = have: more and. bet- 
And this then may : es -*- -- 
= Matter of Exhortation to all, 
That we all of us ſeriouſly recount 
| _ our {clves, and carefully re 
i + Lana member 
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# $ 6 « F. : I 
”  gienaine whoſe doquiintance and: 1 
Friendſhip we are molt of ail to' be-_ 
. ambitious of: And that is, that of | 
the Glorious God that made us, 
and by whoſe loveand tender com- Þ 
paſſion, we are redeemed to have ' ] 
2 Familiar Society with him, and } 
_ in whom we now hive, 'and move, Þ 
and have our Being, and that un- Þ 
der the Salutiferous rayes of his 
Divine Grace, * and enjoying all ; 
2Þct-1-3 things that pertain to Life and God, | | 
lineſs, and through whom we have 1 | 
hopes of Eternal-Glory ; And fo let - | 
us affectionately aa; in his Love, | 
and be aſſured, *that' he can, and. | 
Will help us in the ſeveral "times ] 
j 2-.......0r.Qur PT and that he will never -: | 
[8b.r3 '5 
 leave'nor forſake fneh 'whoſe Cone | 
.- verfation is without the covetous - I 
purſuits of this inferiour Worlds | 
Vanities. This is he (my dear Bre- | 
thren) 'whoſe Bleſſed Mind and 
Will we are to endeavour to know, 
or to: be Acquiainted with, and fin | 
bergly © and conflantly defire- to tuck 
: N 14 


| 


[ 


65) — 
that 1 we may gain an Intereſt 1: 
| him. And in order thereunto, let 
' us remember to clarifie the Medium 
or way to the ſight of him, by re- 
moving or diſſipating the dark miſts 
of our ſins, and alſo to unite: our 
"Thoughts and Aﬀections in him, 
 whoalone is all things. And berea- 
_ dy with all Faithfulneſs and Perſe- . 
i s; {| ix : Verance, to attend the help of his 
wm Grace, by or in, all his Bleſſed Or- 
 dinances; | And to preſerve a Society 
and Communion with him, in np 
Sober, Righteous and Godly Con- 
' verfation. And remember alo to be 
at peace, and reſt your ſelves fatif- 
| fied, and contented with all the dif- 
penſations of his Divine Providence, 
| being Confident, that all the white 
and black lines of Proſperities and 
- Adverſities, meet in a center af 
| Glory to himſelf, and adyantage to 
us, and that, not any the heavieſt 
1 WoX 5b of troubles but have mer- 
| Cy in the deſign and bottom of 
them, And be we. alſo ſure, that 


x 


} | 


= 39 FA I 
ve thumbly and quietly ber the 43 
Rod of God, ſo that we never | 
ſeek by any unwarrantable courſes, Þ 
to earve our ſelves of Law, and | 
 ſeck revenge upon any Inſtruments 1 
of our troubles; but ſedately and | 
peaceably reſign up our ſolves to | 
the Sacred: pleaſijre of the Great | 
. God, who' does whatſoever he 1 
Pſal.135.” pleaſes oth in Heaven and in Earth. | 
2 An furthermore, Be we alſo ſure, Þ 
That we bethink our ſelves, riot to } 
procraſtinate the due. uſe of the 
means' tendred us, for our acquain- | 
tance with God, ard making our 
peace with him, upon preſumption, | 
that we tnay have time enough be- I] 
fore we die, for that purpole; Bur | 
let us Acquaint our {elves [Now] 
with him, and beat Peace; 'or ex- 
preſs a due patience [[Now” ] whilſt 
"tis call'd to day, and .that we are 
indulg'd an opportunity ; ; for the 
Night of death may come and de- _ 
Fear us of our aimes, and fruſtrate } 
our pr eftumption: For who amorg | 
| | 483 
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us know, but our Beds may be: 
come:our Graves before the Light 
of the next day? and being not fit 
for Gods Kingdom, ' we are. then 


eternally excluded. Well - then, 1 


Wl may fay toyou all (my Brethren! 


— 


in this caſe, as E/ijah to Ahab: in 


WI another ; Prepare thy Chariot (aid * 
wal £lijab ) and get thee down, that the - 


Rain ſtop thee not. So fay I, Pre- 


pare ye the Chariot of your Faith, 
and down from the height of your 


preſimptuous thoughts,and ſeek (in 
due time)- an Acquaintance and 


WW Fricndſhip with God, that the rain 


of His Divine diſpleaſure obſtruct 
not your way to a, better World ; 


ll but that rather, by « timely and 


due circumſpection and. care. to 
cloſe with him here in a Commu- 
nion of Holineſs, .you may have a 
quict, comfortable, and ſecure pa(- 
lage to His Royal Pallace of Blifs, 


and Manſion of Eternify ; where, 


for the: Holy Intimacy you: have 


| had with him in this Life, in a 
bh WS Spring Sh TD m_ Godly, 


F..2 
* " 
# 


gy 


7 Godly, Righteons, and Sober Con- # 
 verſation, you may in the Higheſt, } 
Moſt Glorious, and Happy Famili- 2 

arity, fit together with him in 2 

Heavenly Pikes: : Which God of / 

_ His Infinite Mercy grant unto us: 

| all, for Jeſus Chriſt s fake, Amen. } 
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Preface ta the EN ext. Þa 
. The ſeveral parts of 7 7, an EY Dus 
ties contained in tt, _ÞP- -% 


| 4 c praintance with G od recommended 


t. From bis Power: - P. 5: 
2. From his. Nature, which is 
Joi. 4, 
3. From his Paithfulneſs. P. 9. 
4. From the Correſpondence of 
bis Nature; with the diſpo- 
 fitions 0 Good Men, P+ I4- 

-'7 he means by which we wy gain Ac» 
 quaintance with God. p.20. 
1. By caſting off all Acquaintance 
with-the wayes of Sin. bid. 

2. By difintangling our ſelves from 
'. "the incumbrances of: the World, 


FT 2 HE > On F "A Z 


OH he Contents? _ 
* By y ' frequenting his Holy ord: 

: _ HAACES. © - P. 25* 

, x. By hearing. his Word. ibid} 

-2. By Prayer. ET. . P. 2.6» ; 

3B. By the- Bleſſed, Sacraments. 

_P. 20-3 


"# By a Hl ply Life. * P. 32) 


: hat 5t is ro Þ at Peace, Bxplained, 
Peet 0 P- 332 
1. Hisa a Promiſe of Peace. ibid. ; 
. 2. It 3s a command to Patience une || 


Lo AT: : | - "In 34 


Argument *o Ps at? eNce. 

I, Our Fe 79 are the Fruit || 
of . our own Labours.  P. 37. 
2. They are, or may be os 1 
 : a... P. 39. | 
3. They are oh: tos of the Fo | 
_ P. 42+ * 

4As.T, hey are dues b; y 4 God f1 

we 'C (ſn 7on, ibid 


- be. 1 


4 he Contents. 


71 be Ward Now) oi 1 *Y 


with R lation, 


Il I. 'T, 0 | Eliphaz bis Aﬀettios Pi : bY: 
2. To Job's Adverfity. 9. 
"$i 'Tothe ſpace of jobs Life. P. 5T, : 


il | Y 17a: Good ſhall come to them that : 
WM. are patient, Conſi are, 


. 4 Temporal Good. '$; 59, 
2, A Spiritual Good, Þ. 66. 


Ex An Eternal Good, Þ 70, 


| Z [Zhe Ap " icatory port 70 the 


to 764 
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